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WRESTLING'S BEST 


Three Great Magazines Bring You 36 Issues Of Wrestling Action And Excitement Every Year! 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED eunisnes nontny) 


The acknowledged leader in wrestling journalism, Pro Wrestling Illustrated is packed with exciting 
stories and action photos. Each issue brings you all the latest news of the wrestling world, and the 
annual “Year-End Awards Issue” provides a unique and incisive view of the past 12 months, plus a 
chance for you to voice your opinions on the year's top wrestlers and achievements in our special 
fan poll. 

puss Features In PWI: Each issue contains a spectacular FULL-COLOR centerfold, plus 
career biography, of one of wrestling’s biggest stars... Each 

issue’s ‘Press Conference” brings you a probing interview with 

one of wrestling’s top names . . . “Scouting Report” provides a no- 

holds-barred analysis of six top stars’ strengths and weaknesses 

“Wrestling Enquirer” brings you the up-to-the-minute news as 

of presstime . . . “Arena Report” brings you match results from 

around the wrestling world . .. Award-winning columns from 

wrestling's most respected staff of independent journalists . . . 

Comprehensive ratings, plus a special page of “Ratings Analysis” 

. All this and more—every month! 

THE LEADER IN WRESTLING JOURNALISM 

On Sale The Last Tuesday Of Every Month essing 
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INSIDE WRESTLING euvishea monty) 

“The magazine that rips the lid off pro wrestling” works hard and digs deep to uncover the behind- 
the-scenes stories you want to read. Each month, Inside Wrestling brings you exclusive coverage of 
the most volatile topics and issues in professional wrestling today. 

Special Features In Inside Wrestling: The famous “Hotseat" interview, an exclusive discussion 
with one of wrestling’s top stars . . . ‘One on One,” in which two archrivals meet to voice their 
hatred . . . Exclusive Top 15 ratings in seven important categories . . . “Roll Call Of Champions" — 
the most comprehensive championship directory available anywhere . . . Award-winning columns 
from the best wrestling writers in the world . . . “Where Are They Now?” updates the whereabouts 
of four top wrestlers . . . “Capsule Profile” provides a mini-biography plus full-page pinup of a major 
mat star . . . All this and more—every month! 

THE MAGAZINE THAT RIPS THE LID OFF PRO WRESTLING 

On Sale The First Tuesday Of Every Month 


THE WRESTLER (Published Monthly) 


The magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans for two generations remains lively, informative, and 
up-to-date. The Wrestler has more full-length articles packed into every monthly issue than any 
other wrestling magazine available anywhere. A member of the Victory Sports Series of magazines. 
Special Features In The Wrestler: ‘Correspondents Reports” provides eyewitness coverage of 
major matches coast to coast . Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down” tells you who in wrestling deserves 
Praise and who deserves abuse . . . Each issue contains an exclusive "'Q & A” interview with one 
of your favorite wrestlers . . . A special “Introducing” feature highlights an up-and-coming mat star 
is “You Asked Us" allows your favorite wrestlers a chance to answer YOUR 

... "Beyond The Squared Circle,” a bimonthly feature, offers exclusive candid photos of 
your favorite stars . . . All this and more—every month! 
THE MOST RESPECTED WRESTLING MAGAZINE FOR TWO GENERATIONS 
On Sale The First Tuesday Of Every Month 


ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NEW YORK 11571 36 Magazines For Only $44.95 


Please enter my combination subscription for 12 issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated, 12 issues of Inside Wrestling, and 12 issues of The Wrestler— 
a total of 36 big magazines for $44.95 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) as payment in full. 


CONew (Renewal 


1 Check or money order (enclosed and payable to T.V. Sports) 
0 VISA # 
CO MasterCard # 

seca State 


Expiration Date: __/ 
MOIR: 


{(U.S.FUNDS ONLY. Offer good in U.S. only. Canada and al other countries $62.95). Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your frst issue, 


WRESTLING’S 


GREATEST; 
SUBSCRIPTION DEAL? 


Save 36% Off The Regular 
Newsstand Price! 


Your savings in ordering a combination subscription to inside Wrestling and 
The Wrestler is the equivalent of getting 8 ISSUES FREE! 


INSIDE WRESTLING and THE WRESTLER cover all 
5 the excitement and drama of wrestling—not just in one 
- federation, but in all of them! Honest hard-hitting cover- 
HULK HOGAN ADMITS: age of your favorite sport has made INSIDE WRES- 
VEELIZABETH! TLING and THE WRESTLER favorites of fans for over 
two decades. Our staff of reporters and photographers 
bring you ringside action like no other magazines can! 
° 
Subscribe now and receive the next 12 issues of either 
INSIDE WRESTLING or THE WRESTLER for just 
$16.95. Or subscribe to both magazines and receive 24 
action-packed issues (including specials!) for the bar- 
gain price of just $29.95—a savings of almost $17 off 
the regular newsstand price! And every issue will be 


(5 STEER 


Tom TArLo8uwrs Te WOH. 0D delivered directly to your door. 


INSIDE WRESTLING 
(Published Monthly) 


THE WRESTLER 
(Published Monthly) 


24 SENSATIONAL ISSUES FOR ONLY $29.95 


(US. FUNDS ONLY. Offer good in U.S. only. Canada and ail other countries please send $22.95 for each single subscription and $41.95 for each combination subscription.) 


| MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND SEND TO: On new subscriptions, please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first magazine 
I T.V. SPORTS Cl Renewal C New Subscription | 
! Box 48 Please enter my subscription for the magazine(s) checked. i] 
| Rockville Centre, NY 11571 Ihave indicated method of payment below. | 
I C INSIDE WRESTLING—$16.95 12 issues OC Check or money order (enclosed and payable to T.V. Sports) | 
CO THE WRESTLER—$16.95 12 issues 5 ee he > I 
e rare 
| 0) BOTH MAGAZINES—$29.95 24 issues Expiration Date: J | 
| MOIR | 
| NAME I 
ADDRESS APT.# 
! cry STATE ZIP I 
| I 
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CONTENTS/WINTER 1989 


6 FAN FORUM 
Dream Duos; Tom Travels; Warrior Worries 
8 SUPERSTAR GRAPEVINE 
Late news as of press time 
10 SUPERSTAR QUOTEBOOK 
They said it. . . you read it here first 
12 KNOW YOUR HOLDS 
An inside look at Harley Race’s piledriver 
14 SUPERSTAR DREAM MATCH: ELIZABETH VS. SENSATIONAL SHERRI 
Who will win the battle between the WWF's fabulous females? 
22 SUPERSTAR INTERVIEW: THE GREAT MUTA 
A frank discussion with the mysterious newcomer 
26 BAM BAM BIGELOW: “BRUISER BRODY WOULD BE PROUD OF ME” 
The New Jersey giant becomes the sport’s newest vagabond 
30 “(MY BROTHER IS HEADED FOR A BIG FALL” 
BY SCOTT STEINER 
The younger Steiner can’t help but worry about his older brother 
32 STAT-O-CHART EXCLUSIVE! 
AN IN-DEPTH ANALYSIS OF THE SPORT’S TOP 20 TAG TEAMS 
34 The Brain Busters; The Road Warriors 
39 The Midnight Express; Demolition 
40 The Rockers; The Samoan Swat Team 
41 The Hart Foundation; Garvin & Hayes 
42 The Skyscrapers; The Rougeau Brothers 
43 The Steiner Brothers; The Rock ’n’ Roll Express 
44 The Simpson Brothers; The Bushwhackers 
45 The Powers Of Pain; The Destruction Crew 
46 Wildside; The Souther Rockers 
47 The Twin Towers; The British Bruisers 
35 SUPERSTAR DATA SHEET 
Your personal information center on The Brain Busters 
36 SUPERSTAR ACTION GALLERY: THE BRAIN BUSTERS 
The WWF World tag champs are featured in a full-color action centerfold 
38 OTHER VIEWPOINTS 
Five wrestlers speak out on Anderson & Blanchard 
48 THE DESTRUCTION CREW—LIVING UP TO THEIR NAME! 
Can anyone stop this brutal AWA tag team? 
68 OFFICIAL WRESTLING RATINGS 
The sport's most respected rankings 
70 RATINGS ANALYSIS 
Tracking trends, plus special manager ratings 


Next issue on sale December 5 


WRESTLING SUPERSTARS is published 
quarterly by T.V. Sports Inc., Box 48, Rock- 
ville Centre, NY, 11751. For advertising que- 
ries: (516) 764-0300. Single copy price: $2.50 
(63.25 in Canada, £1.95 in U.K). We are not 
responsible for the loss or non-return of unso- 
licited manuscripts or photographs, which will 
not be returned unless accompanied by a 
self-addressed envelope bearing the proper 
amount of postage. No part of this magazine 
may be reproduced without the written per- 
mission of the publisher. All rights reserved. 
Printed in U.S.A. 


GO 


FIRST CLASS! 


Acombination subscription to Wrestling 89 and Wrestling Superstars 
brings you eight quality quarterlies every year. 


When you subscribe, you will receive 
each of these two magazines every three 
months (a total of eight per year). Here’s 
what a “First Class Subscriber’ will get: 


© Four issues per year of wrestling’s full- 
color magazine, Wrestling 89, the 
magazine printed on slick paper, 
illustrated with the finest color 
photographs available anywhere, and 
written by the world’s best wrestling 
journalists! 


© Four issues per year of the only 
magazine with the full-color “Action 
Gallery,” Wrestling Superstars, the 
magazine that features the popular 

“Dream Match” and many other features. 


Four issues of Wrestling 89 plus four issues of Wrestling Superstars for just $14.95, 
a savings of $6 off the newsstand price! 
r | Want To Be A First Class Subscriber. Please enter my joint subscription for 
Wrestling 89 and Wrestling Superstars— A total of eight big issues per year for $14.95. 


Send To: CO NEW Please indicate method of payment: 
TV SPORTS (1) RENEWAL | Check or money order (enclosed and payable to T.V. Sports) 
BOX 48 0 VISA # 


ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NEW YORK 11571 Ci MasterCard # 


ONLY $I 4, g 5 ioe aaa Expiration Date: J 


City State Zip 


(Offer good in U.S. only. Canada and all other countries $18.95. U.S. funds only.) 
Please allow up to twelve weeks before you receive your first issue. 


DREAM DUOS 

I truly enjoyed the “Superstar 
Dream Match” pitting Rick Steam- 
boat and Hulk Hogan against Randy 
Savage and Ric Flair in the Fall 1989 
issue, but | have one complaint. 
There’s no way on earth that Savage 
would've dropkicked Hogan and 
broken his jaw and nose in an actual 
match! 

To me, that sequence was the 
only moment in the bout that was 
not realistic. I've never seen Savage 
deliver a flying dropkick from the 
top turnbuckle. | think it would take 
a lot more than that to put a man of 
Hogan's caliber out of action. He's 


beaten Savage dozens of times, and 
he’s never even been in half as 
much trouble against Savage as he 
was during the “Dream Match.” 
When will you editors realize that 
Hogan is impenetrable—and it is that 
resilience that makes him the num- 
ber-one man in the sport today? 
Hulk rules! 
LAURA CROWN 
Baltimore 


Rick Steamboat vanquishing both 
Ric Flair and Randy Savage on his 
own? No way! With those two rule- 
breakers against him, they would 
have squashed that overrated Hawai- 


Send Letters To: 

FAN FORUM 
WRESTLING SUPERSTARS 
BOX 48 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, 
NY 11571 


ian like a bug! This was a “Dream 
Match” | couldn't agree with. 

1 don’t know why everybody 
thinks Steamboat is so great. Sure, 
he’s held the WWF Intercontinental 
and NWA World titles, but he didn’t 


encounters the dangerous lok in Hulk Hogan's eyes 


(ight). Reader Laura Crown writes that, despite the results of “Dream Match,” Hogan is the best. 


manage to hold on to either of those 
belts very long, did he? 
Steamboat’s a loser! 
CLAUDE LELAND 
Atlanta 


SCIENTIFIC THRILLS 

| am writing to disagree with the 
comment made by a promoter in 
the article in the Fall 1989 issue 
(“Curt Hennig vs. Bret Hart: The 
Match The WWF Couldn’t Prevent’). 
This person said that a match be- 
tween Hennig and Hart couldn't sell 
five tickets as a main event. | dis- 
agree with his outlook on WWF fans 
entirely. 

This man has created a stereotype 
of how we WWF fans think. Sure, 
the WF features Hulk Hogan and 
The Ultimate Warrior, but the other 
federations have similar wrestlers as 
well. In the NWA, there is The Sa- 
moan Swat Team, which exhibits al- 
most no scientific skill. In the AWA, 


there is The Destruction Crew, a Curt Hennig sets up Bret Hart for a kneeli. Hennig vs. Hart may not be a main-event 
very powerful tag team that does not match, but reader Sharon Komola enjoys watching scientific wrestlers like them as well as 


rely on any scientific tactics to win 


z 
i 
i 
: 


their matches. 

My point is that | believe you 
could put the Hennig vs. Hart match 
in any WWF arena in the country 
and still turn a profit. | have attend- 
ed many WWF events, and not al- 
ways for the sole purpose of seeing 
the main event. | also enjoy watch- 
ing scientific wrestlers like Hennig 
and Hart just as much—if not more 
so! 

SHARON KOMOLA 
Natick, MA 


NOT-SO-SLICK RIC 

Here go the fans again! It was bad 
enough that they were responsible 
for voting for the retired Mike 
Schmidt and the injured Jose 
Canseco for the All-Star teams this 
past July. But now they're cheering 
for a scoundrel like Ric Flair. When 
are people going to wise up? 

In the last five years, Flair was re- 
sponsible for some of the most dis- 
gusting tactics ever seen in a wres- 

at tling ring. In that period of time, 
Ric Flair pulls Rick Morton by the mouth. Reader Jack Wilson doesn’t trust Flair and thinks Flair attacked Dusty Rhodes and 
the “Nature Boy” could become a rulebreaker again at any moment. (Continued on page 52) 
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AN YOU IMAGINE Mike 

Enos teaming with Scott 
“Flash” Norton? Or Larry Zbys- 
zko on the same side as Greg 
Gagne? Well, it could happen 
with the revolutionary “Team 
Challenge Series,” a new concept 
that the AWA hopes will capture a 
larger portion of the national wres- 
tling audience. 

Three teams, each comprised 
of 11 members chosen from a 
blind draw, will compete weekly 
for points on the AWA’s syndicat- 
ed TV shows. Each team will 
have a captain, a manager, five 
permanent members, three 
wildcard members, and one fe- 
male wrestler. Different types of 
matches will be held on TV each 
week featuring representatives 
from the teams. Then, at the end 
of the year, the top two teams will 
compete in a $1-million 
tournament. 

Four pay-per-view TV spectacu- 
lars and an ambitious home video 
program will supplement the 
series. 

The AWA has also planned 
special contests in which fans, 
represented by wrestlers, can win 
prizes. There will be weekly call-in 
polls and fans may even have the 
opportunity to decide upon close 
matches that don’t reach a clear 
finish. 

But the most interesting aspect 
of the concept will be the opportu- 
nity to see enemies competing on 
the same side. 

“The way it works, in tag team 
and six-man matches, the captain 
of each team will choose which 
members he wants to compete,” 
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that Zbyszko and Gagne 
first prize in the AWA’s new team concept. 
AWA President Joe Blanchard 
said. “If he picks two enemies to 
wrestle together, that’s the way 
it’s going to be. But they're all 
going to have a common goal 
and that’s to pick up points and 
share the $1-million prize.” 

According to AWA spokesman 
Dale Gagner, the “Team Chal- 
lenge Series” has cleared 123 
markets, including 48 new mar- 
kets. The individual stations are 
offered a share of the PPV and 
home video take and will also 
have the opportunity to profit from 
live shows in their area. 

Series matches will not be seen 
on the weekly ESPN show, which 
will retain its present format. 

World Class Championship 
Wrestling has quietly slipped into 
history, but that doesn’t bother. 


Lany Zbyszko and Greg Gagne exchange words as Larry Nelson stands by. It is conceiv- 
able could soon be fighting for the same cause—the $1-million 


Kerry Von Erich, the person most 
responsible for bringing the 
WCCW into the national spotlight. 

Kerry, who shocked the wres- 
tling world and made World Class 
a national power by defeating Ric 
Flair for the NWA World title at 
the 1984 Parade of Champions, 
feels the time had come for a 
change. 

“I'm happy,” Kerry said after 
Eric Embry defeated P.Y. Chu-Hi 
to give Max Andrews’ United 
States Wrestling Association con- 
trolling stock in the federation. 
“When World Class left the NWA, 
that was a good change, and now 
this is a good change. We're 
moving forward into the 1990s 
and the Von Erichs are right at 
the forefront.” 

Although Kevin Von Erich has 

(Continued on page 64) 
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ILLUSTRATED 


COLLECTORS EXTRAVAGANZA! 


No wrestling magazine anywhere is more respected than 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated. And no editions of PWI are more coveted by collectors than the very 
special issues you see here! 


THE BIG ONES 

The year-end issues of PWI are the most 
anticipated wrestling magazines of the 
year. Each of these spectacular issues is 
100 pages in length—packed with full- 
color!—and provides full details of the an- 
nual ‘Achievement Awards” for the year 
just ended. Plus, each issue is jammed 
with special features like the 
“PWINDEX,” the “Year In Review,” “Un- 
official Official Awards,” ‘‘Predictions,” 
and more. AVAILABLE: March 1987 
(1986 in review), March 1988 (1987 in 
review), March 1989 (1988 in review). 


ma 
T.V. SPORTS 

| Box 4s 

| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


ke check or money order payable and mail to: 


ANNIVERSARY 
SPECTACULARS 


Two remarkable anniversary celebrations 
were marked with magnificent once-in-a- 
lifetime 100-page issues of PWI. Decem- 
ber 1987: Our 100th issue! Nineteen 
Pages of full color! Features include: The 
10 Most Influential Wrestlers of the PWI 
Years, The 10 Greatest Events of the 
PWI Years, “Unofficial Official Awards” of 
the PWI Years, Behind The Scenes at 
PWI, and much more! September 1989: 
Sensational 10th anniversary issue! Eigh- 
teen pages of full color! Features include: 
Special Analysis: 12 Who Made A Differ- 
ence, 10th Anniversary Book of Lists, 
PWI Superstats, a look back to our first 
issue, and much more! 


I Please send me the special Pro Wrestling Illustrated back issues | have checked. 
| | enclose $5 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) for each one | am ordering. 


Gosceuing 


SUPERCARDS 
The PWI ‘‘SuperCards”’ editions set new 
standards for wrestling journalism. Bonus 
Pages, special 12-page color sections, the 
popular “Book of Lists,” and in-depth 
analyses highlight these magnificent vol- 
umes. AVAILABLE: September 1986: 
WrestleMania Il, Crockett Cup |, Parade 
Of Champions Ill, WrestleRock '86. Sep- 
tember 1987: WrestleMania Ill, Crockett 
Cup Il, UWF Superblast, Parade Of 
Champions IV. September 1988: Wres- 
tleMania IV, Crockett Cup Ill, AWA Rage 
in the Cage, Clash of the Champions. 
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‘5 each 


OCSeptember 1986 


I 
I 
I OMarch 1987 | 
September 1987 
NAME December 1987 
(March 1988 
| appREss otras I 
fe CiSeptember 1989 
I Total amount enclosed i] 
| STATE zip Incase of sellout, please indicate | 
I U.S. funds only. All other countries $7 per issue ordered. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. substitute issue:, I 
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Al Perez: “| was confused for a long 
time. It seems like everybody hated 
me in the USWA, while at the same 
time everybody loved me in Florida. 
Well, if you ask me, it only proves that 
Floridians are much smarter than Tex- 
as hayseeds could ever be. | grew up 
in Tampa, and when | returned to ac- 
tion here, the people welcomed me 
with open arms. In Texas, everyone 
despises me because | use Skandor 
Akbar as my manager—but who cares 
what those rubes think, anyway?” 


Terry Gordy: “Am | jealous because 
Michael Hayes and Jimmy Garvin, the 
other two Freebirds, hold the NWA 
World tag team title? No way! Hey, I’m 
the Freebird enforcer, and | get my 
kicks by eliminating our opponents 


ly mean that much, anyway. What's 
important to me right now is that the 
cash keeps comin’ in. And with me 
watching out for Mike and Jim, the 
money train figures to keep rollin’ 
right along, baby.” 
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one by one. Championships don’t real- , 


AN fi 
Paul Diamond: “\'ve made a lot of mis- 
takes over the past couple of years. 
For all that time, | concerned myself 
with Bad Company, but then ‘Dia- 
mond’ Dallas Page ruined everything 
by tearing me and Pat Tanaka apart. 
Well, now I’m on my own, and I’m 
proving to everybody in the AWA that 
I'm every bit as good as a singles wres- 
tler as | was as part of a tag team—and 
it won't be long before | prove it to 
those turncoat slime Tanaka and Page, 
too." 


Larry Zbyszko: “Being AWA World 
champion isn’t everything it was 
cracked up to be, Not only do | have 
decrepit old fossils like Greg Gagne 
and Sgt. Slaughter trying to land title 
shots, but | also have little kids like 
Tommy Jammer and that overstuffed 
ape Scott Norton trying to get to me. 
Well, try as you might, folks, but the 
cost of a ticket to Larry Land is pretty 
expensive. These guys will find out it 
will cost them their careers.” 


Ric Flair: “Sure, | considered retire- 
ment. When those doctors told me my 
back and neck might not hold up to 
the rigors of competing in champion- 
ship matches, | had to listen to them. 
But | knew’ that they didn’t know me 
as well as | know myself. | realized 
that without holding the NWA World 
championship, life really wouldn't be 
worth living. So | got into the gym and 
worked out like a demon. And now 
I'm back and | truly believe that I’m 
better than ever. Whoo!” 


= oY i 
Rick Morton: "| told the world that The 
Rock ‘n’ Roll Express would be back 
together, and now we've proven it. It 
bothers me when people see me tag- 
ging with my cousin Todd—or they 
see Robert tag with Mitch Snow—and 
they assume that the R’n’Rs are yester- 
day's music. When The Blackbirds got 
a little out of hand in the CWA, we 
decided it was time to get in there and 
get the job done. And Wildside had 
better watch out, ‘cause we're after 
their belts in a big way.” 


ay 


Jeff Jarrett: “A lot of people have been 
worried about me lately, but | think 
they're wasting their time. While it is 
true that I've been really busy wres- 
tling in the CWA, CWF, and USWA 
areas, | insist on being this active. 
Keeping a full schedule makes me 
competitive and sharp. Many of my 
fans have expressed concern that per- 
haps | ought to slow down, but be- 
lieve me, | wouldn't have it any other 
way. Heck, I’d wrestle twice a day if 
they'd only let me.” 


Sam Houston: “When | was with the 
WWF, | had a rough time of it because 
they always put me in there with op- 
ponents that outweighed me a whole 
lot. Hey, | only weigh 222 pounds, but 
they expected me to defeat guys like 
the 348-pound Big Bossman! Now that 
I'm with the ACW, my confidence is 
back. I’m facing men that at least 
come close to my size, and I'm win- 
ning all my matches. Now I'm back in 
the main events, too—and all it took 
was a change of scenery.” 


Jim Cornette: “Folks, these have got to 
be the greatest days to be the manag- 
er of an NWA tag team. Why? It's be- 
cause a couple of glorified prelim 
bums like Jim Garvin and Michael 
Hayes hold the NWA World tag team 
title. My Midnight Express has already 
shown up Garvin and Hayes as a cou- 
ple of sissies, and it won't be long 
before Stan Lane and Bobby Eaton 
start plucking some serious Freebird 
feathers. Rippin’ those belts off ‘em is 
just a matter of time.” 


~ 


Tommy Rich: ‘That's right, ol’ ‘Wildfire’ 
is back and burnin’ bright in the 
NWA, just like it oughta be. Why, it 
seems like only yesterday when every- 
body down this way was talkin’ ‘bout 
Tommy Rich. Man, those wars | had 
with Buzz Sawyer are the stuff of leg- 
ends. But hey, I’m not gonna dwell on 
the past. There’s some big, mean peo- 
ple here that need to be taught a les- 
son. And brother, I’m just the man to 
teach ‘em.” 


Mike Rotundo: “| thought | had seen 
everything, but now Steve Williams is 
trying to prove to the world that he’s a 
better scientific wrestler than | am. 
What a ridiculous claim! Anything he 
knows about technical wrestling | 
taught him when we were members of 
The Varsity Club, The ingrate tried to 
beat me in a best-of-three series to 
prove who the best scientific wrestler 
is, but | beat him twice. Now he 
should be a man and admit he’s noth- 
ing but a brawler.” 


Billy Jack Haynes: “It's funny how 
quickly things can change, isn’t it? | 
mean, I've had a pretty good career 
and | was all set to retire when The 
Grappler and his idiot friends started 
to insult me and my family. After that, 
there was no way | could sit on the 
sidelines any longer. | had to put that 
retirement on hold. Only when these 
bums are completely eliminated can | 
retire in peace. Until then, they'll have 
me on their tails.” Oo 
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Every issue, Wrestling Superstars ill examine a different hold or maneuver, 
analyzing its effectiveness in the best way possible—by allowing the wrestler who 
uses it to explain it in his own words. These are potentially dangerous and 
crippling moves and should be left to the pro rings—don’t try these at home! 


THE PILEDRIVER 


By Harley Race 


ESPITE RUMORS TO the contrary, | want the 

entire world to know that my career did not end 
when | left the WWF a few months ago. In fact, I’ve 
been as busy as ever, wrestling in Kansas City, Calgary, 
and even in Japan, After almost three decades in this 
sport, | firmly believe I’m as competitive as ever. 

One of the biggest reasons why I've remained on 
top for so long is my thorough knowledge of every 
wrestling hold known to man. Like everyone else, | 
have my favorite maneuvers, and my version of the 
piledriver has been called the best in history. This 
maneuver is capable of not only winning a match, but 
of ending an opponent's career as well. 

If you take a close look at the photo on the oppo- 
site page, you can clearly see that my hapless oppo- 
nent, Junkyard Dog, is totally at my mercy. When the 
full impact of this piledriver hits him, it will affect 
every part of his body. A lot of younger guys make 
mistakes when trying to do this maneuver. Some of 
them do it too fast, allowing their opponent to escape. 
Others fail to position their foe's body properly, so the 
impact isn’t as dramatic as it should be. 

It always helps if you can get your opponent's head 
between your knees as hard as you can; it cuts off the 
circulation as effectively as a side headlock. Always try 
to lift his torso straight up in the air, and hold him 
tightly around the midsection. When he’s set, rock 
straight back as hard as you can. 

This hold can cause serious back, spine, and neck 
injuries. It has been instrumental in aiding me to my 
seven NWA World titles. In fact, my version of the 
piledriver is so brutal that the NWA tried to ban the 
hold several times during the ‘70s. Fat chance. When it 
is done right, a piledriver is among the most effective 
tactics ever invented. Long may it reign. 
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SUPERSTAR DREAM MATCH 


ELIZABETH 
VS. 
SENSATIONAL SHERRI 


‘manager of former WWE World and Intercontinental champion Bandy 


Savage \d current manager of WWF World champ Hulk Hogan . . . Although actual 
" statistics are not available, it is estimated that she is app roximately 514” tal and | 
weighs 410 pounds . ree best moves: the blow-dry, applying makeup, and walk- 
n sees strength: Hogan’s support . . . Biggest weakness: has never wrestled 
professionally. 


SENSATIONAL SHERRI 
former WWE and AWA World women’s champion stands 5’6” tall and weighs it in 
i ds ... . Currently manages Randy Savage and once led Buddy Rose and_| 
Vous Sornare i AWA World tag team title . . in cuminane si nt | 
ing Hogan and Brutus Beefcake 
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ITH ITS EMPHASIS on glamor, passion, and 
romance, this is a story better suited for daytime 
Soap opera. Yet, our tale also contains classic elements of 
the ancient myths: battle and competition, heroes and 
rulebreakers, triumph and despair—the stuff of legends. 
It mines the limits of human potential, explores the 
possibilities of human achievement. This particular story 
involves the great names, men and women occupying the 
top rungs of the sport. 


the illusion of invincible and endless strength, the great 
engines of their lives charged with so much power and 
speed that some of life’s great precepts—humility, human- 
ity, sensitivity—go unlearned. As a result, we have chil- 
dren inhabiting superhuman bodies. 

Rare is it for fans to be privy to the private and 
personal agonies of professional wrestlers. What follows is 
one such opportunity. We'll call it “Love On The Ropes” 
and ask that you judge these great athletes as you would 


So often these exceptional athletes are possessed with 


have yourselves be judged. 


In each issue, Wrestling Superstars will present 
sensational Dream Match, Bene rta Le hib tacreticg tas epcat’s 
greatest athletes. It’s unlikely this match will ever happen 
anywhere—except in the pages of this magazine and the arena of your 


GIRL TALK 


It had been a brutal battle, unsur- 
passed for its viciousness, savagery and 
bloodlust. With each blow, the sold- 
out crowd recoiled in horror. Would 
the torture never stop? The question 
among blood-spattered reporters was 
not who would prevail, but of which 
professional services the loser would re- 
quire—those of a doctor or of an 
undertaker. 

The indecent flailing conjured crim- 
son memories of bygone wars: The 
Sheik vs. Pampero Firpo ... Victor 
Rivera vs. John Tolos . . . Roddy Pip- 
er vs. Greg Valentine . . . Abdullah the 
Butcher vs. Bruiser Brody ... with 
one subtle difference: Those fierce 
combatants never wore dresses. 

Their names were ‘Sensational’ 
Sherri Martel and Elizabeth, and it 
wasn’t hate that compelled them to 
tear flesh from each other’s throats. It 
was love. And therein lies our story. 


LOVE: 

A MANY SPLINTERED THING 

Mobilize all your powers of concen- 
tration before you endeavor to read 
this section. Even with a program it is 
difficult to distinguish all the players. 

An hour after their first meeting, 
Randy ‘‘Macho Man” Savage re- 


own imagination! 


marked to a friend that Elizabeth was 
the most beautiful damn thing he had 
ever laid eyes on. Soon after, she was 
hired as his manager. Savage unsuc- 
cessfully disguised his true feelings to- 
ward his new employee. His brother, 
Lanny Poffo, told a reporter, “It’s a 
case of the dog walking the man. Eliz- 
abeth has such a stranglehold on Ran- 
dy, he wouldn’t know how to untangle 
himself.” 


the aft 
match. Poffo was well aware of the power Elizabeth had over his 
Se 


Elizabeth looked upon her relation- 
ship with Savage as one of business. 
Yet, as their personal lives overlapped, 
Elizabeth’s sterile professional demean- 
or began to crack. She began to recip- 
rocate his feelings of affection. Then, 
unfortunately, she met Hulk Hogan. 

Elizabeth was completely seduced by 
Hogan’s charisma and the power he 
projected. She didn’t fall in love with 
Hogan, but her worship of his charac- 


ter a particularly brutal 
brother. 
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ter caused her to fall out of love with 
Randy Savage. 

Hogan refused to let the creeping 
attraction he had toward Elizabeth in- 
terfere with his happy marriage. 
Through sheer force of will, he kept 
their relationship warm, but 
passionless. 

Sherri Martel recalls the first time 
she saw Randy Savage wrestle: ‘His 
body was wonderful, but it was his 
energy and tenacity that attracted me. I 
fell in love with him that very minute. 
Being in his corner is like a dream 
come true.” 

Martel looked comfortable and nat- 
ural in Savage’s arms. Their homeli- 
ness was transformed into a magical 
sort of beauty when they entered the 
ting together. Love raised their cheek- 
bones, brightened their eyes, made 
their lips shine like reflected river wa- 
ter. It was wonderful to watch. What a 
shame Savage could not erase the 
memory of Elizabeth. 

If you’re not thoroughly confused 


i ee 


i 


by now, realize this: When they 
weren’t loving and hating, the four 
parts of this love rectangle held each 
other in begrudging admiration. Still, it 
was an affront to all logic (with their 
latest battles screaming across tabloid 
headlines) that they even tried to patch 
up their differences. The four protago- 
nists met secretly at a north Boston 
Chinese restaurant in, what the papers 
later called, a night of Chinese water 
torture. 


EGG FOO TO YOU TOO 


We recognize many symptoms asso- 
ciated with the condition we call love. 
One is a complete suspension of reality 
wherein all things are possible. So 
when Elizabeth and Sensational Sherri 
walked to the ladies’ room, their arms 
linked like sorority sisters, one may 
have thought the grand experiment 
worked. 

Back at the table, Hogan patted his 
old enemy/friend/enemy Savage on the 
back and said, “So they said it 


couldn’t be done, ‘Macho.’ I knew if 
we just talked it all out like regular 
people amongst ourselves, we could 
solve this trouble. And by the way, 
‘Macho,’ Sherri’s looking mighty fine 
tonight. Mighty fine. You two look 
great together.” 

We must pause again to examine a 
few very important truths. Till. that 
moment, the dinner was a complete 
success. Tense conversation had be- 
come polite and then turned downright 
raucous as one bottle of wine replaced 
another. They had killed most of the 
rumors and innuendos born of the 
miscommunication that had been hand 
fed to and exploded by the media. 
That is truth number one. 

Truth number two is that Sherri 
Martel did indeed cast a lovely glow 
this night. Despite the cruelty of fans 
and critics, Martel is not an ugly wom- 
an, just an unfortunate one to be com- 
pared to Elizabeth, who is celebrated 
for her great beauty. 

(Continued on page 18) 


aN 


Sherri Martel parts the ropes for the ‘‘Macho Man.” She has played a far more physical role as manager 
than her predecessor, Elizabeth. 
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Hogan’s last statement accounts for 
truths three and four. Savage and 
Martel truly did make a great couple, 
and ‘Macho Man’”’ was finally begin- 
ning to recognize it. Throughout din- 
ner he would stare through Elizabeth 
in an attempt to understand the origins 
of his infatuation. 

They had so little in common, he 
realized. Whereas he and Martel would 
work out together, ride horseback, and 
dance nights away, Elizabeth preferred 
to stay home and read. Savage, in 
complete deference to her debilitating 
beauty, would always oblige. He would 
pad about their cavernous home (she 
had moved in, a fact the WWF suc- 
cessfully squashed), and literally 
bounce off the walls. With Martel he 
was never bored, always animated. She 
provided fuel for his fire. Wasn’t it 
ironic that it was Hulk Hogan that 
made him see the light? 

Hogan’s statement—that Savage and 
Martel made a great couple—was an 
honest assessment of a sensitive situa- 
tion. After all, Hogan was the primary 
reason Elizabeth left Savage. Knowing 
his words could be misinterpreted as 
self-serving did not keep Hogan from 
speaking his mind. 

Despite their stormy past, Hogan 
liked Savage and thought his ring ca- 
reer might flourish if his personal life 
could stabilize. He felt Savage and 
Martel blended together perfectly. A 
more stable Savage might be less of a 
bother to Hogan, but the WWF 
champ truly was not thinking this way. 
His designs on Elizabeth, of course, 
were purely platonic. Of course there 
was no one there to ask Hogan how 
he would have felt if Elizabeth forsook 
their friendship and reconciled with 
Savage. 

But there was no chance of that. As 
soon as Elizabeth and Sherri emerged 
from the ladies’ room, the foursome 
would toast this magnificent reconcilia- 
tion. News of their alliance would 
spread like wildfire throughout the 
wrestling world. They would recant 
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DREAM MATCH 


(Continued from page 16) 


When Elizabeth lends a hand to Hogan, it is usually in this manner. It takes a lot to get the 
brunette beauty riled, but Sherri did it. 


their animosity and pledge to work to- 
ward a peaceful future. And all this 
could be done, Hogan thought with 
growing anxiety, as soon as Elizabeth 
and Sherri returned from the ladies’ 
room. 


HEAT IN THE HEAD 


“You and Randy really get along 
great,” Elizabeth said as she lipsticked 
her smile. “He seems really happy.” 

Wild, inexplicable thoughts raced 
through her normally tame mind. She 
could not deny her jealousy. Each time 
Savage squeezed Sherri’s hand, her 


body went numb and she felt 
lightheaded. Sherri, intimidated, fear- 
ful, and envious of Elizabeth’s beauty, 
eyed her carefully in the mirror. 
“Things are going good,” she said. 
“But you never know what may 
happen.” 

Then, without warning, a vigorous 
confusion of voices followed. ‘Hope I 
can tame him,” Sherri joked. 

“Thad no problem,” Elizabeth 
responded. 

“T’m looking for a relationship, not 
idol worship,” Sherri snapped. 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Elizabeth proudly leads her charge into the ring. For her match with Sensational Sherri, it would 
Hogan who would serve as manager and trainer. 


“Tt’s hard to imagine the lowlife 
who would worship you,” volleyed 
Elizabeth. 

“At least I can do something more 
than stand there like some pretty de- 
partment store dummy,” hissed Sherri. 

“Yeah,” said Elizabeth, “you can 
stand there and look ugly.” 

In fields of romance and passion, 
Elizabeth was undefeated. Yet, in a 
wrestling ring, or a bathroom, Martel 
had not yet met her match. Screaming, 
she grabbed Elizabeth’s soft brown 
tressles and shoved her hair first into 
the commode. Repeatedly, she thrust 
the brunette’s face into the bowl. Each 
time Elizabeth would gasp for breath 
and shake her head wildly from side- 
to-side. Sherri pulled Elizabeth out of 
the stall and threw her hard against the 
paper towel dispenser. Elizabeth hit her 
head and crumpled to the cold tile. 

“You don’t look so good, Lizzy,” 
Martel cackled. “You need to clean up 
your act.’”’ Martel lifted the bulb of 
liquid soap from the sink and smashed 
it over Elizabeth’s head. The pretty 
manager passed out, a thin trickle of 
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DREAM MATCH 


(Continued from page 18) 


blood trailing out from her mouth. 

“Wonder what’s keeping the girls?” 
Hogan asked nervously, his keen sixth 
sense alerting him to trouble. 

“Maybe we should check on them,” 
Savage suggested. “Sherri wasn’t feel- 
ing too well before. She might have 
fainted or something.” 

Elizabeth came to in a cloud of 
blood, fog, and soap. Immediately she 
surmised her situation. She was de- 
lighted by her lack of panic, surprised 
at the cold hate in place of the fear she 
expected to confront. Martel was bab- 
bling to herself in the far corner, once 
in a while punching a wall. 

Elizabeth reached into her pocket- 
book, which had been around her neck 
through the entire beating, and 
searched for the small glass bottle. Af- 
ter she grasped its smooth surface and 
removed the lid, she struggled to her 
feet. 

Hogan knocked on the bathroom 
door and quickly opened it. The first 
thing he saw was Elizabeth’s red and 
white face. He turned toward Martel 
and recoiled at a visage bloated with 


tage. Martel reacted to Hogan’s pres- 
ence by kicking him in the groin. Ho- 
gan disregarded the blow (though it 
hurt tremendously) and rushed toward 
his fallen friend. Elizabeth, her eyes 
tightly closed, sensed the impending 
stampede. As Hogan reached toward 
her, she flung the open bottle of nail 
polish remover into his face. The toxic 
goo blinded the blond giant. He reeled 
drunkenly backward, his massive arms 
flailing like broken windmills. 

Savage entered the bathroom just as 
Hogan accidentally smacked Martel in 
the mouth with a wild haymaker. Un- 
able to decipher anything but what he 
just saw, the “Macho Man” sprung 
into action. 

“You traitorous, cowardly slime,” 
he screamed and leveled the defenseless 
Hogan with a powerful right cross. 
Elizabeth had managed to gain her 
feet. She realized the mistake she com- 
mitted and moved toward Hogan. 
Martel shook off the effects of Ho- 
gan’s punch and dropped Elizabeth 
with a flying bodyblock into the trash 

(Continued on page 58) 
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THE GREAT MUTA 


HERE IS NO doubt that The 

Great Muta is one of the finest 
prospects to arrive in the NWA in 
many years. His nickname, “The Pearl 
of the Orient,” was given to him by 
manager Gary Hart when he made his 
NWA debut, and at first most observ- 
ers believed it was another case of typi- 
cal Hart hyperbole. But as the weeks 
progressed it became obvious that no. 
designation could do the talents of this 
intense Japanese star justice. 

Muta is every bit as mysterious as he 
is superb. All the information that has 
existed on this young star has been 
what Hart has announced through the 
press. One of the few facts that is 
known is that he is the son of The 
Great Kabuki, whom Hart also man- 
aged several years ago in the World 
Class area. 

The similarities between Muta and 
Kabuki cannot be denied. Both are 
masters of several forms of martial 
arts. Both are savage rulebreakers who 
would stop at nothing to win their 
matches. And both have the strange 
ability to emit burning mists of varying 
colors from their mouths, seemingly at 
will. 

Other than that, little has been dis- 
closed about Muta, Where does the 
fog come from? Why does Muta de- 
pend so much on Hart? Thus far, 
there have been no answers to these 
questions, since Hart has not allowed 
Muta to be interviewed by the electron- 
ic or print medias. 

Until now. For months, Senior Edi- 
tor Bill Apter hounded Hart for the 
chance to speak with Muta, but each 
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The Great Muta traps Sting in an abdominal stretch during the July Baltimore Bash (above). 


Muta and manager Gary Hart (opposite page) resent the all-American Sting and have 


targeted his destruction. 

time the manager steadfastly refused 
the request. Finally, after months of 
badgering, Hart relented and allowed 
Apter to have a conversation with his 
protege—but only under Hart’s strin- 
gent conditions. 

Apter was forced to arrive in Atlan- 
ta at 4 a.m. to meet with Muta and 
Hart in a closed Japanese restaurant. 
Accompanying the wrestling stars to 
the meeting was an elderly Japanese 
man by the name of Chitose 


Shinbashi, who would serve as an in- 
terpreter for the interview. Hart also 
would not allow photographic or re- 
cording equipment to be used during 
the discussion. 

What follows is the unedited tran- 
script of the Apter-Muta. interview. 
Even under these unlikely conditions, 
the discussion provided at least a small 
glimpse of a man who many experts 
are predicting will be a future world 
champion. 
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Muta’s blinding speed and martial arts expertise is a deadly mix. Sting is fortunate to be 


able to duck under a savate kick (above). Muta and a bloody Eddie Gilbert race for Muta’s 
fallen kendo stick (right). 


WRESTLING SUPERSTARS: 


Muta, I can’t tell you how much 
I appreciate this opportunity to 
speak with you, but I have a lot 
of questions at this point. Why 
Atlanta? Why such an early hour 
of the morning? And why must 
we meet in a restaurant that’s not 
even open for business? 


THE GREAT MUTA: 


Ws: 
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As the most honorable Gary Hart 
has explained to you, Mr. Apter, 
this is one of my favorite places. 
There are very good reasons for 
these circumstances. You did 
haye a choice, sir. If you do not 
want to speak under these condi- 
tions, I would be more than will- 
ing to terminate this interview. 
No, I accept the conditions. I 
didn’t fly all the way out here 
from New York for nothing. To 
start off, I'd like to ask you 
about that mist that you can blow 
from your mouth. At first, we all 
became familiar with the green 
mist, but lately you’ve been spray- 
ing a red one as well. How do 
you do accomplish this? What are 
the properties of the chemicals 
that make these fogs so burning 
to the eyes and throat? 


GM: (silent) 
WS: Muta? Did you understand the 


question? 


GM:I understand. You have to under- 


WS: 


stand that the mists are a very 
important part of my heritage, 
and an even more integral part of 
strategy during my matches. To 
reveal how I accomplish this time- 
honored tradition is something 
that is not to be learned by jour- 
nalists such as yourself. If this se- 
cret was to be revealed, other 
wrestlers would try to emulate 
me, and a decided advantage 
would be lost. 

A wrestler in the Pacific North- 
west, The Grappler, has also been 
spewing a burning green mist . . . 


GM:1 do not care what others do. I 


Ws: 


realize that others have chosen to 
imitate The Great Kabuki. That is 
not my concern. The mists are a 
tradition that goes back in my 
family for generations. It is not a 
subject I take lightly. 

But it seems like anyone can be 
prey to your mist, though. Twice, 
you’ve gone so far as to spray the 
green fog into the face of Missy 
Hyatt, who obviously poses little 
threat to you physically. Most re- 


cently, in Baton Rouge, Louisi- 
ana, you grabbed Missy before 
the opening bell and sprayed the 
mist directly into her eyes at 
point-blank range! 


GM: Af far as I’m concerned, she is an 


enemy. She has chosen to come 
to the ring to aid Eddie Gilbert. 
Like my father, Kabuki, taught 
me long ago, anyone who aids 
your enemy is also an enemy. It 
does not matter to me if she is a 
woman. When I get into the ring 
to wrestle, it is a very solemn oc- 
casion. I have to defeat my oppo- 
nents at all costs. 


WS: Is that why you’ve been using 


both the mist and your kendo 
stick to try to cripple Gilbert dur- 
ing the series of “dragon shai” 


matches you had 
recently? 


against him 


GM:Gilbert has insulted me and my 


heritage many times in the past. 
He has also tried to hurt my 
manager. When he tried to strike 
Mr. Hart, it gave me the signal to 
try to do away with Gilbert, Hy- 
att, and anyone else associated 
with him. And, and you can see, 
I have done so quite successfully. 
I have defeated him in the vast 
majority of our matches together, 

(Continued on page 56) 


SHOW THE WORLD 
YOU’RE A TRUE WRESTLING FAN! 
NOW AVAILABLE 7 


AFULL LINE OF TOP-QUALITY 
MERCHANDISE FROM THE LARGEST- 


SELLING, MOST RESPECTED 
WRESTLING MAGAZINE IN THE WORLD 


festlinc 


ILLUSTRATED }} 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED T-SHIRT 
A favarite among wrestling fans for years. These high-quality, silk- 
screened shirts are a fashion blend of 50% comfortable cotton 
and 50% long-wearing polyester. The official Pro Wrestling 
Mustrated T-shirt is crimson-red with white lettering and comes in 
a selection of four sizes: small, medium, large, and extra large. 
Only $7.00 


PWI BUMPER STICKER 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED CAP 
The perfect companion to the PW! T-shirt. A bright crimson-red 
hat emblazoned with a white Pro Wrestling Mlustrated logo. in 
unique raised lettering for a spectacular three-dimensional look 
and feel. Be the first fan in your neighborhood to wear one! Top- 
quality, longwearing—one size fits all, Only $7.00 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED “SKYFLYER” 
Get ready for summer fun the whole year-round with the only 
flying disc to bear the official Pro Wrestling ilustrated name. A 
bright red disc with yellow and white lettering, the PWI "'Skyflyer'’ 
is constructed of sturdy plastic for years of enjoyment. A full 9Y 
inches in diameter. Only $5.00 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED BUMPER STICKER 
The Pro Wrestling ilustrated logo is reproduced in dynamic red 
on a bright yellow background. This giant sticker (3% inches by 
15 inches) is specially made of high-quality vinyl for easy 
application and removal. A guaranteed eye-catcher wherever you 
place it! Only $2,00 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED BUTTON 
Wear the Pro Wrestling illustrated button proudly on your shirt, 
jacket, or hat to show the world you love pro wrestling, A sturdy 
button with safety pin backing, the official PV! button is oblong in 
shape and measures 1% inches by 2% inches. Dynamic red logo 
on bright yellow background. Only $1,00. 


SPECIAL BONUS OFFER: DELUXE SUPERFAN PACKAGE! 
ALL FIVE ITEMS! YOU'LL RECEIVE: ONE T-SHIRT, ONE HAT, 
ONE SKYFLYER, TWO BUMPER STICKERS, AND TWO 
BUTTONS! THAT'S A $25.00 VALUE FOR THE SPECIAL LOW 
PRICE OF ONLY $19.95 (save over $5.00!) THE PERFECT 


Minimum order: $2.00 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY). Please allow 4-6 weeks | 
TOTAL AMOUNT for delivery. Do not send coins. Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. | 


SHIRT SIZE (\Small (1Medium large (XLarge Foreign orders please add $3.00. 


PWISKYELYER: BIRTHDAY OR HOLIDAY GIFT FOR ANY WRESTLING FAN! © 2ELUXE PACKAGE 
nnn a ea eS St I SI aha 
Send To: i | 
Trem [price [quantity | totat| tv'sronrs NE OER S00 
Box 48 
| | PHIT-SHIRT $7.00 ea, Rockville Centre, NY 11871 I 
SES, Sees 8T1L0) Make checks payable to TV SPORTS, INC. I 
[PWICAP $7.00¢a, | \ 
| | PWISKYFLYER $5.00 ea. | NAME / 
| | PW/BUMPER STICKER | $2.00 ea. | ADDRESS APT | 
/ PWIBUTTON $1.00 ea. | I 
| | PWIDELUXE PACKAGE | $19.95 ea. en SISTER Ete 4 
I 


By Andy Rodriguez 


HE ROAD TO the arena was 
bumpy, very bumpy. It wasn’t 
even a road really; more like a dirt 
path strewn with rocks. As the truck 
ambled along, empty beer cans rat- 
tling around in the back, the driver 
must have felt the urge to apologize. 
“| don’t usually take this way,” 
Bam Bam Bigelow said, “but we're 
late. | can’t miss my match. Not 
tonight.” 
This is how Bigelow makes his liv- 
ing. It’s a life on the road with all its 
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ins and outs. He’s a tough man in a 
tough profession, a bounty hunter 
turned wrestler. Not a perfect life by 
any standards, but the only one 
Bigelow knows, or wants. 

“I like movin’ around, you know,” 
the New Jersey giant said. “A new 
opponent, a new challenge, every 
night. Who wants to get bogged 
down in a feud with no end in 
sight? That’s like havin’ a one-way 
ticket to nowhere.” 

Bigelow had almost anticipated 
the next question. Critics have 
charged that the agile behemoth’s 


career is unfocused, argued that he 
needs to stay in one area for a long 
period of time in order to establish 
himself. 

“That's bull!” Bigelow answered. 
“Who knows what | want better 
than me? Why the hell should | let 
some reporter decide what's best for 
my career? | do what | have to do 
and move on. | set my own tules, 
just like Bruiser Brody used to do.” 

It was the first indication that 
Bigelow has looked upon Brody as a 
role model. For 20 years, Brody ter- 
torized rings throughout the world. 


There was once a man named Bruiser Brody 
and he was the toughest fighter in the world. 
Sometimes he fought for honor, sometimes 
for money, but he always fought proudly. 
Brody’s gone now, but there’s a man who 

. believes the Brody spirit still lives on in his 
2 soul. He’s Bam Bam Bigelow 


He had an unparalleled reputation 
for toughness, and refused to ally 
himself with one federation. He was 
wrestling’s greatest independent star. 

Last year, Brody was murdered in 
Puerto Rico. His death stunned the 
wrestling community. It had an espe- 
cially hard effect on Bigelow, who 
says he was beginning to see himself 
as a budding Brody. 

From the start of his career, 
Bigelow demonstrated a desire for 
independence. Trained in New Jer- 
sey by Larry Sharpe, Bigelow 
achieved his initial fame in Mem- 


Bigelow has had a number of thrilling battles with Kerry Von Erich, a man with whom Brody 
+ both feuded and teamed during his storied career. 


phis, where he teamed with and 
feuded against local legend Jerry 
Lawler. That was followed by the 
first of several tours of Japan. 

“Vm a legend there already,” 
Bigelow boasts. ‘Those people don’t 
know what the heck to make of me. 
They never saw a guy of my size 
with all the agility and moves | have. 
You should see how the little kids 
scream when | come to the ring. 

“But don’t get me wrong,” 
Bigelow said, changing track. “I'll 
never be as big in Japan as Brody 
was. The man was revered there; he 
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was like a god. It's something | al- 
most can’t describe because you 
have to be there, but ask any Japa- 
nese fan about Bruiser and they'll 
tell you what I'm talking about.” 

Following his return from Japan in 
1986, Bigelow wrestled in Texas, an- 
other place where fans loved Brody. 
“| did all right there,” he said. 
“More importantly, | think, it's a 
place where | learned just how 
much Brody meant to this sport. As 
mean and nasty as he could be 
sometimes, he was really a warm- 
hearted guy. Now, nobody'd ever ac- 
cuse me of being warm-hearted, but 
the point is people liked him for 
what he was. He did his job in the 
ring, brutal as he was, and when the 
matches were over he went home. 
His life was rough, but simple. | like 
that.” 

Perhaps nowhere did Bigelow’s 
admiration for Brody demonstrate it- 
self more than in Bigelow’s experi- 
ence in the two biggest federations. 
In 1987, WWF managers—convinced 
that Bigelow would be the most fear- 
some rulebreaker to hit the federa- 
tion in years—tripped over them- 
selves in the pursuit of his signature 
on a contract. But the big man sur- 
prised them all when he chose Sir 
Oliver Humperdink to guide his ca- 
reer—as a fan favorite. 

“Looking at Bruiser’s career,” 
Bigelow said, “I noticed how much 
he liked to surprise people. Just 
when you thought he'd join up with 
the meanest gang of thugs, he'd 
beat them all up and start his own 
gang. And just when you thought 
he'd turn into the ultimate hero, 
he'd blindside one of the Von 
Erichs. Like Bruiser, | was trying to 
throw people off when | joined the 
WWF.” 

Bigelow did make an immediate 
impact, but soon became frustrated 
with an inability to get World title 
shots against Hulk Hogan and Randy 
Savage. He and Humperdink left the 
WWF and decided to test their for- 
tunes in the NWA. Bigelow fared 
well and eventually entered a title 
series against U.S. champion Barry 
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There's a crimson tide as Bigelow increases 
Dusty Rhodes’ blood pressure (top). Bam 
Bam’s tatooed dome crashes into Ted DiBi- 
ase’s head (above). 

Windham. 

But after failing to win Windham’s 
belt at Starrcade '88, Bigelow again 
became disillusioned. He finally de- 
cided that the best way to make his 
mark was to go the independent 
route. “I’m constantly in demand,” 
he asserted. “l may not stay in one 
area long enough to be a title con- 
tender, but I’m never gonna go 
broke, It’s like what Brody said to 
me once. He said. ‘Kid, you’re good, 
but just remember, you're only as 
good as your last match. Don’t let 
up for a second. Keep pushing 
yourself.’ ” 

The truck finally reached the are- 
na; surprisingly, a few minutes early. 
Before Bigelow entered the locker 
room, he stopped outside the door 
and shared some final thoughts be- 
fore his match, 


Jerry Lawler is not the first wrestler to be 
stunned by the agility of this 368-pounder 
(above and below). 


“You know,” he said, ‘I've accom- 
plished a lot so far, but there’s still a 
lot to be done, | gotta keep pushing 
myself just like Bruiser said. | honest- 
ly believe Bruiser Brody would be 
proud of me. That's not a line of 
crap, man, it’s how | feel. 

“Now excuse me while | go bust 
some heads open!” 

Maybe Bruiser Brody hasn’t really 
left us after all. Oo 
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“MY BROTHER IS 
HEADED FOR A 


Scott Steiner (above) greatly respects his 
older brother, Rick (left), but is worried Rick 
doesn’t take his matches seriously enough. 


Scott Stein 


] HOPE THAT nobody takes this 
article the wrong way. | can’t ex- 
press how much | care about my 
older brother, Rick, and I’d hate for 
people to think that I’d want any- 
thing but the best for him. 

Why wouldn't |? It's been great 
for me ever since | entered the 
NWA this spring. Rick and | have 
been teaming on a regular basis, 
we've been winning most of our 
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Scott Steiner is thrilled that his brother, Rick, is rapidly becoming one of the 
NWA’s premier competitors. But at the same time, he’s worried that Rick 
doesn’t have the right frame of mind going into battles against the sport’s 
toughest men. Could the ‘“‘Dogfaced Gremlin” be heading into disaster? 


BIG FALL” 


matches together, and | think I’m 
really hitting my stride as a singles 
wrestler as well. Everything has been 
going fine—well, almost everything. 

Life would be pretty terrific right 
now if | didn’t have to worry about 
Rick all the time. To be honest with 
you, the guy's been driving me cra- 
zy. As bad as this sounds, | think my 
brother is headed for a big fall. He’s 
been having some really violent 
matches against rulebreakers like 
Terry Funk and Kevin Sullivan, but 
Rick ... well, he just doesn’t seem to 
care! 

It’s not that | don’t respect my 
brother. He was always the top ath- 
lete in our family, so | always tried to 
emulate him. |- followed his example 
from grammar school all the way to 
the University of Michigan, where 
we were both all-Americans. Even 
from the beginning, I've always 
thought that Rick is the greatest 
wrestler I’ve ever seen. His knowl 
edge of scientific holds is awesome, 
and his repertoire of hundreds of 
suplex variations borders on the un- 
canny. He's the biggest reason | got 
interested in the sport when | was a 
kid. 

By the same token, | don’t have to 
tell you how strange Rick can act. 
When we were kids, he would al- 
ways get in trouble, both at school 
and at home. He was always pulling 
pranks, and would always do the op- 
posite of what he was told. He was 
always hounding all the neighbor- 
hood kids with joy buzzers, whoopie 
cushions, fake doggie doo-doo, and 
those kind of gags. And if Dad told 

(Continued on page 66) 


ate 

a: : Vi ha. 

Rick Steiner suplexes Mike Rotundo. Steiner's lack of concentration caused him to lose the 

NWA TV title to Rotundo last February. Scott Steiner says he constantly tries to keep his 
brother’s attention on what is going on inside the ring. 
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Stat-0-Chart Exclusive! 


AN IN-DEPTH ANALYSI 


OF THE SPORT'S TOP 
20 TAG TEAMS 
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Am Anderson and Tully Blanchard (above left) were ranked seventh when Wrestling Superstars rated the 


d 


tag teams in 1987. Now they’re number one. The previous top team, The Road Warriors (above right), 


dropped to number two. 


HEN YOU'RE AS crazy about wrestling as the 

editors of Wrestling Superstars are, knowing 
who's winning and who's losing—and who the 
champs are—just isn’t enough. Yes, our ratings are the 
most respected anywhere, but we needed to take a 
closer look at the men who make the game. 

So, taking this thought a step further, back in the 
Fall 1986 issue of Wrestling Superstars, we devised a 
revolutionary method for ranking the sport's top wres- 
tlers. We followed that up by ranking the tag teams a 
few months later. Then, in our Summer 1989 edition, 
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we went back and rated the wrestlers again. And now, 
we're back to the tag teams. 

But, we thought, an idea so revolutionary deserves a 
name, and that’s how Stat-O-Chart was born. The con- 
cept is now used by promoters around the world at 
contract time to rate individual wrestlers and tag 
teams. It has become the definitive method of analyz- 
ing the sport’s top stars. 

It’s interesting to note how much the game has 
changed since we lasted rated the tag teams two years 
ago. Only nine of the top 20 teams analyzed back in 
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our Winter 1987 edition made the top 20 this time 
around (we actually rated 50 teams; due to space limi- 
tations, only the top 20 are listed here). Of the 11 
teams that didn’t make the list, none still exist in their 
current form. 

Wrestling is, indeed, a game of change. And in the 
capsule profiles that follow, we'll point out more of 
the changes that have taken place. 

First, however, a brief explanation of the categories. 
We rated the teams on a scale of 1-10 in each category. 

Offense. A wrestler must not only have the ability to 
apply holds and execute maneuvers, but be able to 
think two or three moves ahead. An effective brawler 
will score as high as an effective scientific wrestler. A 
team that combines both will thrive. 

Defense. A team must know how to counteract its 
opponents’ offense in order to change the flow of a 
match without having to absorb an excessive amount 
of punishment. This is the category in which most 
teams scored the lowest. There were no 10s or 9.5s. 

Experience. Only the experience of the team as a 
whole is relevant. They must also know each other's 
strengths and weaknesses, and be able to anticipate 
each other’s moves. Activity in several federations can 
also help a team’s score. 
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Conditioning. Not just physique, but stamina and 
ability to come back when hurt. 

Science. Combines execution of basic moves and 
creativity. A tag team must not only map out its 
moves, but have the ability to improvise. 

Teamwork. A category in which almost every team 
scored high; after all, that’s why they're the world’s 
§reatest tag teams. Referees are also lenient with re- 
gard to doubleteaming and a team must be able to 
take advantage of this, 

Power. For a team that doesn’t rely on scientific 
Maneuvers, power is a key. The ability to overpower 
one’s opponents makes intricate moves unnecessary. 

Speed. A fast team can confuse and befuddle its 
opponents. Speed is almost a requirement for the 
smaller teams if it wants to be successful. 

Ability To Absorb Punishment. If a wrestler cannot 
take punishment, he doesn’t belong in the sport. Im- 
portant in tag teams because the weakness of one 
partner in this area could force the other to spend too 
much time in the ring. 

Quality Of Opposition. You're not the best until you 
wrestle the best. A team should also wrestle a variety 
of teams to test its skills to the utmost and prove its 
versatility. 


THE BRAIN BUSTERS 


Tully Blanchard and 
Anderson, a.k.a, The 
Brain Busters, are finally 
‘on top of the wrestling 
world! .. .On July 18, 
they defeated Demolition 
for the WWF World tag 
team title and became 
the first duo ever to hold 

% both the WWF and NWA 
World tag belts . . . Now, they're on top of our Stat-O- 
Chart ratings after ranking seventh in 1987 . . . Improved 
in seven categories—defense, experience, conditioning, 
science, power, speed, and ability to absorb punish- 
ment—while retaining their high scores for offense (9.0), 
teamwork (10.0), and quality of opposition (9.5) . . . Con- 
sistent across-the-board scores accounted for their high 
total... Received a 10.0 in only two categories, experi- 
ence and teamwork, but scored no lower than 8.0 
(speed) . . . Blanchard is a former NWA U.S. and TV 
champ... Team is a perfect blend of science and brawl- 
ing . . . Blanchard is an outstanding scientific wrestler . . . 
Anderson is a dangerous brawler . . . Although rulebreak- 
ers, The Brain Busters are extremely hard workers who. 
tenaciously pursue their goals . . . With their success in 
the WWF, Tully and Arn have proven that they can beat 
any kind of team. 


SCORE: 92.0/RANKING: 1st 


Nien fy 
The Brain Busters abdominal-stretch Shawn Michaels 


THE ROAD WARRIORS 


‘i Z| They're no longer con- 
3] sidered as dangerous as 
they once were. People 
say that Animal and 
» Hawk have lost their killer 
instinct and are under- 
achievers, but the truth is 
other teams have caught 
up with them .. . Still, 
The Road Warriors are 
the second best tag team in the world . . . Two years ago, 
they were rated first in our analysis. This time, their cumu- 
lative score fell 2.5 points . . . Received perfect scores in 
‘seven. categories in '87, five categories this time . . . 
Dropped to 9.5 for ability to absorb punishment and to 
9.0 for quality of opposition . . . The only team to score 
10.0 in offense and conditioning, a tribute to their incredi- 
bly devastating power attack . . .On the other hand, Ani- 
mal and Hawk have sustained several injuries over the 
years that have left a long-lasting effect . .. Departure of 
Tully Blanchard and Arn Anderson from the NWA and 
less frequent trips to Japan hurt the Warriors’ quality of 
opposition score (9.0) . . . Voted tag team of the year four 
times (1983-85, 1988) by the readers of Pro Wrestling Il- 
lustrated . .. Have held both the NWA and AWA World 
tag team titles. 


SCORE: 91.5/RANKING: 2nd 


Animal kicks Mike Rotundo off Hawk 
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Anderson whips Road 
Warrior Hawk across the” 
ring (right); the Warriors 
never were able to wrest 
the NWA World tag team 
belts from Tully and Am. 
The Brain Busters gang 
up on Dusty Rhodes (be- 
low); Tully and Am had 
dozens of battles against 
the ‘American Dream” 
in the NWA and look for- 
ward to more in the 
WWF. 


chard leaps off the top rope as Am Anderson holds Lex Luger, 
er partner in The Four Horsemen (above left). Tully elbowsmashes 
on (above right); Blanchard and Anderson won their first of two 
id tag team titles from Morton and Robert Gibson. 


Anderson knees Tito Santana in the chest (left). Blanchard saves Arn from 
being pinned by Marty Jannetty (above). The Brain Busters are the only team 
ever to hold both the WWF and NWA World tag titles. 


OTHER VIEWPOINTS 
THE BRAIN BUSTERS 


“| can’t give Anderson and Blanchard credibility. When they beat Rick 
Morton and | for the NWA World title back in 1987, it was only because 
Stan Lane and Bobby Eaton attacked us while we were on our way to 
the ring. And when they captured the WWF World title, it was because 
Andre the Giant threw them a chair to use. Where’s the honor in 
winning titles like that? To me, Anderson and Blanchard are just a 
couple of cowards—lucky ones, but cowards nonetheless.” 

—Robert Gibson 


“Lanny Poffo and | faced Tully and Arn in the WWF this past 
November. Before the match, everyone was telling me to watch out for 
their rulebreaking, but | was surprised at what fine scientific wrestlers 
they were. And they were masters at keeping the referee away from 
their double-teaming. When | found out they defeated Demolition for 
the WWF World tag team title, | wasn’t surprised. Despite their negative 
attitudes, they’re really two great wrestlers.” 


—Jim Brunzell 


“I’ve teamed with Arn and Tully, and I’ve had my share of hard times 
with them as well. But there hasn’t been a finer tag team in the history 
of this sport. It’s important that when one partner thinks of something 
during a match for the other to know it instinctively. Tully and Arn have 
that sort of telekinesis down pat. And they’ve had two of the best 
managers in the sport in J.J. Dillon and Bobby Heenan, too. They 
deserve to be called the greatest.” 


—Ole Anderson 


“I get really sick and tired of everybody going around saying how 
wonderful Tully and Arn are since they’ve won both the WWF and 
NWA World tag team championships. All | know is that the Horsemen 
were only great when | joined the team in 1987. Before that you had a 
bunch of bumblers who could only depend upon each other to win. 
When | left the Horsemen, | beat Tully and Arn so many times | lost 
count. They’re nothing but a couple of undersized clowns.” 


—Lex Luger 


“Il was really saddened when Tully and Arn left the NWA—and The 

. Four Horsemen—to go to the WWF late last year. The Horsemen were 
one of the finest fighting forces that professional wrestling has ever 
seen, and a lot of that had to do with the skill and savvy of those two 
guys. And Tully’s slingshot-suplex and Arn’s power bomb are two of 
the most emulated maneuvers in the sport today. Tully and Arn are not 
only great wrestlers, but they’re great men as well.” 


—Ric Flair 
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The team of Bobby Ea- 
ton and Stan Lane, 
formed when Lane re- 
placed Dennis Condrey, 
has been together for 

| over 2 years... Man- 
aged by Jim Cornette . . . 
It was originally thought 
that experience would 
make Lane and Eaton a 
score, however, decreased 
1.5 points from two years ago, and their ranking slipped 
One spot to third . . . Picked up two points on experience 
(9.5) while retaining a perfect score for teamwork .. . Tied 
with The Rockers for best combined offense-defense 
score (18.5) while retaining their previous marks in each 
. .. Lanes in outstanding physical condition while Eaton 
has proven stamina . . . But they rarely face The Road 
Warriors anymore and The Rock ’n’ Roll Express is gone 
from the NWA, accounting for their full point drop in quali- 
ty of opposition (9.0) . . . Lost to Michael Hayes and Jim 
Garvin in the final of the NWA World tag team champion- 
ship tournament last June, a serious blemish on their 
record . . . Held the NWA World tag belts for one month 
last year . . . Cornette has basically kept this team togeth- 
er and moving forward amid much turmoil. 


SCORE: 91.0/RANKING: 3rd 


vs 


The Midnight Express harasses Ron Simmons 


Ax and Smash’s 16- 
month WWF World tag 
team title reign that end- 
ed on July 18 was the 
longest in that federa- 
tion’s history . . . Team 
has dramatically im- 
proved (10 points!) since 
we last rated them; not 

ihe b & one score is lower than it 
was two years ago, seven are higher . . . Biggest im- 
provements in defense (9.0 from 7.0) and experience (7.5 
to 9.5)... They've conclusively proved they are much 
more than Road Warrior clones . . . Near-flawiess team- 
work earned them a perfect score . . . Persistent work in 
the gym has made a powerful team even more so. . . 
Facing much tougher competition in The Brain Busters, 
Powers of Pain, and Rougeaus . . . Ironically, are an even 
better prepared team without Mr. Fuji as their manager 

. .. Alow mark in science (7.5) may be the key in under- 
standing their title loss to the highly technical Brain Bust- 
ers... The fans’ cheers have given them an added impe- 
tus . . . Speed (8.0) is adequate for men of their size . . . 
Were somehow able to improve their ability to absorb 
punishment, possibly because they're facing better 
teams . . . Don’t be surprised to see these two recapture 
the belts. 


SCORE: 89.5/RANKING: 4th 


Demolition batters Dynamite Kid 
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Marty Jannetty and 
Shawn Michaels may not 
be the biggest team in 
the sport, but they are 
among the most talented 

. .Combine a lightning- 
quick offensive attack 
with a solid defense . . . 
Have actually improved 
their speed (10.0 from 
9, 0); eee are an Real part of their workout regi- 
men... Face more talented teams in the WWF than they 
did as ‘AWA World tag team champions . . . Their team- 
work score decreased slightly (10.0 to 9.5), but they still 
work beautifully together . . . As good as they are, they're 
young and still have a lot to learn . .. Spend more time 
analyzing their opponents than they did two years ago 

. Because of their size, the power score is low (7.5), but 
they compensate with other attributes . . . However, that 
lack of bulk—and a more intense match schedule—has 
decreased their ability to absorb punishment (8.0 from 
8.5)... Their series with The Brain Busters produced 
some of the most memorable matches in the WWF in 
years .. . Good stamina allows them to wrestle 30 min- 
utes or more . . . Have successfully shagged the label of 
being just another rock ’n’ roll tag team. 


SCORE: 89.0/RANKING: 5th 


The Rockers shoulderblock Akeem 


SAMCAN SWAT TEAM 


Fatu and Samu are the 
most fearsome Samoan 
team since The Great 
Samoans, Afa and Sika 

. . Rely mainly on pow- 
er, which accounts for 
their high score (9.5) . . . 
Have garnered valuable 
experience wrestling in 
two major federations— 
World es andi now NWA. . . Brutal matches against 
The Road Warriors have tested their tremendous ability 
to absorb punishment (9.5) . . . A stint as World Class tag 
team champions bolstered their confidence to the point of 
arrogance . .. Two managers, Buddy Roberts and Paul 
E. Dangerously, encouraged them to develop their team- 
work (9.5) . . . Science score is low (7.0), but they couldn’t 
care less... Move around the ring well for big men. . . 
Wildness often leaves them vulnerable to a well-planned 
assault . . . Super-tough men, rarely take a step back- 
ward . . . Don’t have streamlined physiques, but feel 
comfortable with their ample builds and are relatively well- 
conditioned . . . The high caliber of teams they face in the 
NWA accounts for their high score in quality of opposition 
(9.5)... Have a good defense score (8.5), but they'll just 
as soon take three punches to land one. 


SCORE: 88.0/RANKING: 6th 


The Samoan Swat Team double-teams Hawk 


THE HART FOUNDATION 


Much has happened to 
Bret Hart and Jim 
Neidhart since our last 
analysis . . . Back then, 
they were WWF World 
tag team champions. . . 
At press time, they were 
in line for a shot at cur- 

“3 rent champs Arn Ander- 

- — - " son and Tully Blanchard 
... Back then, the Harts were a tight unit . . . Now, the 
Possibility of a breakup always looms . . . One year ago, it 
looked like Hart was on the verge of a singles career. . . 
Two years ago, they were rulebreakers . . . Now, they're 
immensely popular . . . An extremely well-rounded team 
with no visible weaknesses . . . Scored 8.5 in five catego- 
ties (defense, conditioning, science, speed, and ability to 
absorb punishment) . . . Scored 9.0 in the other five (of- 
fense, experience, teamwork, power, and quality of oppo- 
sition) . .. Were the only team not to score lower than 8.5 
in any category . . . Improved defensively after getting rid 
of manager Jimmy Hart . . . Hart’s scientific ability seems 
to have rubbed off on Neidhart . . . Defense, too, has 
drastically improved . . . But without a manager to guide 
them, the Harts’ teamwork has suffered . . . Overall score 
slipped one point, overall ranking two places. 


SCORE: 87.5/RANKING: 7th 


The Hart Foundation attacks Jacques Rougeau 


MICHAEL HAYES & JIM GARVIN 


Hayes and Garvin, the 
NWA World tag team 
champions, call them- 
selves The Fabulous 
Freebirds . . . Are they 
better than we think or 
simply doing it with mir- 
rors? Three NWA teams 
scored higher than 
Hayes and Garvin . . . Re- 
Ceive tremendous ringside assistance from Terry Gordy, 
an original member of The Freebirds with Hayes and 
Buddy Roberts . . . Hayes and Garvin teamed several 
times in the past when Garvin was known as the fourth 
Freebird . . . Greatest attribute is teamwork (9.5); this 
team seems to have its game plans perfectly worked out 
. .. Combined offense-defense score (16.5) was lowest of 
teams in the top 10 . . . Unfortunately, spend more time in 
the bar than they do in the training room . . . Possess al- 
most no scientific attack and instead rely on street smarts 
and brawling tactics . . . Their quality of opposition score 
(9.5) is about as good as it gets these days (wrestling tag 
talent, while vast, is very spread out) . . . The key to their 
success: an adequate attack, strong teamwork, tough- 
ness, and extreme confidence. No team in wrestling 
does more with less. 


SCORE: 86.5/RANKING: 8th 


Garvin runs Stan Lane into the turnbuckle 
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THE SKYSCRAPERS 

The Skyscrapers are 
6’8”, 318-pound Sid Vi- 
cious and 6’8”, 300- 
pound Danny Spivey . . . 
Managed by former refer- 
ee Teddy Long... The 
tallest tag team in the 
sport. .. Some predict 
they could develop into a 
duo more dangerous 
than The Road Warriors . . . Scored low on experience 
(7.0); every team ranked higher has been together longer 
. .. Astrange duo because both men are fierce individ- 
ualists . . . Extremely muscular, solid aerobically, and 
physically threatening . . . Vicious is a mountain of mus- 
cle . . . Have yet to test themselves against the top teams 
in the NWA, accounting for low quality of opposition 
score (8.0) . . . Absolutely nota finesse team . . . Rely 
purely on overpowering opponents . . . An interesting fu- 
ture test will be against The Road Warriors. Can they 
overpower The Legion of Doom? . . . Critics claim that 
The Skyscrapers aren’t well-rounded enough to succeed 
. .. Long has questionable value as a tactician and might 
be using the team for his own purposes . . . Spivey is 
much more experienced than Vicious, although Vicious 
is considered to be a better prospect . . . Both have wres- 
tled in Japan. 


SCORE: 85.5/RANKING: 9th 


The Skyscrapers in action 


ROUGEAU BROTHERS 

aN Despite a two-point de- 
crease from their last rat- 
ing (87.0 to 85.0), the 
Rougeaus retain the 
number-10 spot. . .A 
lower score in four cate- 
gories could be blamed 
3 on overreliance on their 

ae manager, Jimmy Hart... 

TE Th}. brothers retain their 
high mark in experience (9.5) . . . Like many brother 
teams, Jacques and Raymond exhibit superb teamwork 
... Though they’re scientific grapplers by nature, Hart 
encourages them to brawl and that has dulled their re- 
markable skills . .. Spending too much time parading 
around as “all-American boys” when they should be in 
training, hence their lower conditioning score (8.5 from 
9.0) . .. Cockiness helps them in some instances, hurts 
them in others . . . Can’t take punishment as well as they 
dish it out . .. Possess deceptive power, though it’s not 
an integral part of their attack . .. Quick enough to con- 
fuse larger opponents but not to dazzle a team like The 
Rockers . .. Once considered top contenders to the 
WWF tag title, the Rougeaus have slipped off the pace 
. .. Instead of wrestling for the belts, they're concerning 
themselves with The Bushwhackers. 


SCORE: 85.0/RANKING: 10th 


The Rougeaus guillotine Shawn Michaels 
aS 
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RICK & SCOTT STEINER 
The brother duo of 
Rick and Scott Steiner is 
one of the most popular 
in wrestling . . . Rick held 
the UWF tag team cham- 
pionship with Sting in 
1987 and is much more 
experienced than his 
younger brother . . . Rick 
also held the U.S. tag 
belts with Eddie Gilbert earlier in the year . . . Both Rick 
and Scott have amateur wrestling and football back- 
grounds . . . Despite being brothers, this is a relatively 
new team; received their lowest score on experience (7.0) 
. .. Both are in excellent wrestling condition: muscular 
Ps it not too big with good strength and outstanding stami- 
. Also received low scores for ability to absorb pun- 
Bhatt (8.0) and quality of opposition (7.5), mostly be- 
cause they haven’t been tested in either area... . Both 
Possess more than adequate scientific skills; Rick has an 
excellent belly-to-back suplex . . . While Rick had trouble 
meshing with former teammate Mike Rotundo, he has not 
had the same problems with his brother . . . Scott is a will- 
ing student of the game and doesn’t seem to mind the 
fact that his brother is more well-known . . . Ifthe brothers 
are to make it to the top, it’ll be on a combination of 
‘Strong brawling and scientific skills. 


SCORE: 84.5/RANKING: 11th 


Scott Steiner slams Terry Gordy 


THE ROCK ‘N’ ROLL EXPRESS 


Things are not the 
same for the team of Rick 
Morton and Robert Gib- 
son, and nowhere is that 
reflected more than in 
our Stat-O-Chart num- 
bers. .. Held the NWA 
World tag team belts four 
| times between July 9, 
1985, and September 29, 
1987 .. . But this once tight duo has broken up and re- 
united several times over the past few years while bounc- 
ing from federation to federation . . . Overall score fell 6.5 
points and ranking fell nine spots from our last analysis in 
the Winter 1987 issue . . . Scored lower in six categories: 
offense (9.0), conditioning (7.5), teamwork (9.0), speed 
(9.0), and quality of opposition (7.0) . . . The quality of op- 
position score is especially startling, considering that the 
Rock ’n’ Rolls once wrestled the elite teams . . . Frequent 
breakups have hurt their teamwork . . . Accumulation of 
punishment has taken its toll on their speed and condi- 
tioning . . . Lack of power (7.5) has always been a prob- 
lem. . . Failed to improve in any category . . . Now get- 
ting by on raw skills and each man’s sixth sense of what 
the other will do . . . Need to get back into the main- ’ 
Stream if they intend to regain their former glory. 


SCORE: 84.0/RANKING: 12th (tie) 


Robert Gibson headlocks Ivan Koloff 


The South African 

| brother duo of Steve and 
Shaun Simpson are the 
current United States 
Wrestling Association 
yy (formerly World Class) 
gy Texas tag team champs 

. The only team in the 
: top 15 that’s never com- 
" peted in the AWA, NWA, 
or WF .. . At 430 pounds, one of the smallest tag 
teams in the sport . . . But they manage to confuse larger 
opponents with a strong scientific attack (9.0) and a stren- 
uous aerobic exercise program that has helped their 
stamina (9.0) . . . Very much like the Von Erichs in that 
they combine science with a well-rounded aerial game 

. . Steve claims that he and Shaun avoid bulking up so 

as to retain their speed (9.0) . . . Have yet to face the elite 
teams in the sport, accounting for the low quality of oppo- 
sition score, but have teamed internationally and rarely 
get mixed up in the ring . . . The low score on power (7.0), 
however, reflects the main reason the Simpsons could 
have trouble reaching the top . . . Although power is not a 
requisite for success, Steve and Shaun are simply too 
nice, too light, and incapable of physically wearing down 
an opponent. 
SCORE: 84.0/RANKING 12th (tie) 


THE BUSHWHACKERS 


Luke Williams and 
Butch Miller, the wild and 
wacky duo from New 
Zealand, has incredibly 
become one of the most 
popular teams in the 
Pa WWE... Were known as 
™ The Sheepherders in the 
UWF (where they held 
ae rae the tag belts) and the 
NWA... Incredibly rugged and violent, Williams and 
Miller aren’t afraid to get down and dirty with any oppo- 
nent . . . Totally willing to endure punishment to get some 
in themselves, accounting for the good score on offense 
(8.5) and the low score on defense (7.0) . .. The concept 
of scientific wrestling has never occurred to them; it’s just 
power and violence . . . Extremely compact with large 
arms and shoulders, barrel chests, and short legs . . . Are 
the sons of sheepherders . . . One of the slowest teams 
in the sport; in the WWF, only The Powers of Pain and 
Twin Towers are slower . . . Received the same score 
(83.0) as in our Winter 1987 survey, while moving up one 
Notch to 14th . . . While Miller and Williams have been 
successful in the WWF, they certainly are not considered 
a serious contender for the World tag belts. Although 
they're where the money is, The Bushwhackers are bet- 
ter suited to a smaller federation. 


SCORE: 83.0/RANKING: 14th Williams stops Arn Anderson from pinning Miller 
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A huge and powerful 
tag team, Warlord and 
Barbarian were once 
thought to be perfectly 
suited for the WWF’s 
brawling style of wrestling 
. .. But things did not 
turn out as planned, and, 
after getting rebuffed by 
= =<“ Demolition in their quest 
for the World tag belts, The Powers of Pain have fallen to 
the middle of the WWF tag pack . . . An absolute monster 
of a team at a combined weight of 655 pounds, all of it 
rock-hard muscle and sinew . . . But power doesn’t al- 
Ways make a team great and the lack of a cogent scientif- 
ic attack (7.0) and a defense that barely exists (7.0) has 
hurt The Powers of Pain . . . Even the addition of Mr. Fuji, 
former manager of Demolition, hasn’t helped their cause 
.. . But they are, undoubtedly, a dangerous duo . . . 
Brought up on the tough streets of Chicago and New 
York City, where they learned how to fight... Can take 
punishment as well as any team in the WWF (9.5)... 
Lack of speed (7.5) has hurt them against some of the 
smaller teams . . . Have faced weaker opponents since 
falling to Demolition . . . Ironically, the trend in the WWF 
is moving toward skill. The Powers are lagging behind. 


SCORE: 82.5/RANKING: 15th 


The Powers thrash Paul Roma 


THE DESTRUCTION CREW 
Mike Enos and Wayne 
Bloom—a.k.a. The De- 
struction Crew—have de- 
veloped into the top ac- 
tive tag team in the AWA 
. .. Johnny Valiant is the 
evil coxswain of this dia- 
bolical duo . . . Judging 
# by their overall skill, one 
5 : z has to wonder how they’d 
fare in a federation with more tag team talent . . . Rely 
purely on rulebreaking and a strong power attack (9.5) . . . 
Enos and Bloom are two of the better conditioned wres- 
tlers in the sport . . . But their average offense (8.5) is not 
good enough to support a weak defense (7.5). . . Per- 
haps their egos get in the way: Enos and Bloom think 
they're immune to punishment and, therefore, don’t both- 
er holding off opponents’ attacks . . . Or perhaps their 
problem is a lack of quality opponents; maybe Bloom and 
Enos are better than we think, but simply haven’t had the 
forum to display their talents . . . But with Brad 
Rheingans on the sidelines (thanks to Enos and Bloom) 
and Ken Patera teaming with a variety of lesser oppo- 
nents, The Destruction Crew hasn’t had the chance to 
test themselves . . . Valiant, however, has formed a solid 
team that knows how to work together. Success seems 
imminent. ae — 


SCORE: 82.0/RANKING: 16th (tie) The Destruction Crew bloodies Wahoo McDaniel 


= Chris Champion and 
Mark Starr are a very ex- 
' citing young team. . . 
Name “Wildside” fits 
their ring philosophy per- 
| fectly.. . For a duo with 
| so little experience wres- 
tling together, their team- 
work (9.0) is excellent . 
Possess a well-balanced 
combination of speed and power (both 8.5) . .. Would 
have an even higher score for conditioning, but they're 
convinced they’re in good enough shape because they 
have fine physiques . . . Quick on the attack but just as 
quick to back off when the going gets tough . . . Quality of 
opposition score is low (7.5) because they wrestle in the 
CWA... Toss medicine balls in the gym to improve their 
ability to absorb punishment . . . A penchant for late-night 
partying may catch up with them if they’re not careful . . . 
Taunting opponents is as big a part of their repertoires as 
armdrags or dropkicks . . . Scientific ability is adequate 
for the teams they face, but they'll have to improve if they 
want to fare well against stiffer competition . . . Prefer to 
handle their own affairs, but the right manager would give 
them invaluable advice in and out of the ring. 


SCORE: 82.0/RANKING: 16th (tie) 


THE SOUTHERN ROCKERS 

Steve Doll and Scott 
Peterson—The Southern 
Rockers—have held the 
Pacific Northwest tag 
belts several times . . . 
Extremely popular in 
Portland . . . Peterson’s 
fear of Jonathan Boyd’s 
snake led to them losing 
Me the now-vacant tag belts 
in early July ina “aetat ania Boyd and Scotty the Body 

. Because of that, we had to reevaluate the ability to 

absorb punishment category, which previously pertained 
only to physical punishment . . . Peterson showed an in- 
ability to absorb mental punishment . . . A solid finesse 
team that relies on a combination of scientific and aerial 
skills .. . Never try to overpower an opponent, but instead 
used their solid teamwork to befuddle and wear them 
down . . . Smart enough to know their own limitations, 
Doll and Peterson wrestle within themselves . . . Need to 
face a wider variety of opponents if they’re to be consid- 
ered among the tag team elite . . . One intangible that’s 
not listed is the fans’ support . . . Doll and Peterson feed 
off of their popularity and feel a need to win . . . Have nev- 
er wrestled in a world championship federation, although 
they are probably talented enough to succeed. 


SCORE: 82.0/RANKING: 16th (tie) 


Peterson slugs Jonathan Boyd 


a 
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THE TWIN TOWERS 

‘ Akeem and Bossman, 
a hideously untalented 
tag team that has gone 
far on power and bending 
the rules, are managed 
by Slick, a hideously un- 
talented manager who 
has gone far by helping 
his men bend the rules 

wa . . Showed just how un- 

talented they are last February i in a match against Randy 
Savage and Hulk Hogan . . . Despite several lengthy two- 
on-advantages—and Megapowers’ turmoil—Akeem and 
Bossman lost this nationally televised clash . . . Com- 
bined weight of 816 pounds, most of it pure blubber . . . 
Were the only team ranked 15 through 20, however, to 
receive a 10.0 (power) . . . But their laughable lack of 
speed (5.5, the lowest score we've ever awarded to a top- 
20 team) and conditioning (6.0) have contributed to their 
demise . . . Often look like they're walking when they're 
going full-speed . . . The offense they do use, a combina- 
tion of power and foreign objects, is effective . . . Another 
strength is the ability to rebuff their Opponents’ attack . 
Have wrestled nearly every top team in the WWF with the 
exception of Tully Blanchard and Arn Anderson ...A 
weight loss program is recommended. 


SCORE: 80.0/RANKING: 19th 


The Twin Towers trap Marty Jannetty 


THE BRITISH BRUISERS 
Don’t be deceived by 

their overall score of 78.5 

. Johnny Smith and 
Dynamite Kid are the 
newest duo we rated and 
scored better than 30 
more experienced teams 

. . Currently considered 
the top team in the Stam- 

mo ~ ‘ pede area and possibly 
the best team in Canada . . . Duo was formed after the 
stormy splitup of The British Bulldogs—Dynamite Kid and 
Davey Boy Smith . . . The Bulldogs were one of the most 
talented duos in history. Whether the Bruisers can equal 
that greatness remains to be seen . . . Scored low on ex- 
Perience (6.0) because they've been together only a few 
months . . . Have only wrestled as a team in Stampede 
and have not met a variety of opponents . . . Dynamite 
Kid is an outstanding scientific wrestler while Johnny 
Smith supplies most of the team’s power . . . Ability to ab- 
sorb punishment has not been tested, although Dyna- 
mite’s history of back problems figures to hinder them in 
this department . . . The Bruisers rely more on power 
than the Bulldogs did . . . Since they are focused on the 
destruction of Davey Boy Smith, it’s unlikely the Bruisers 
will ever wrestle outside of Stampede. 


SCORE: 78.5/RANKING: 20th 


The display bruising teamwork 
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DESTRUCTION 


They’re young, they’re powerful, and they’re clearly the most 
Sadistic team the AWA has seen in years. They’re The 
Destruction Crew—Wayne Bloom and Mike Enos—and together 
they’ve succeeded in crippling many of the federation’s best 
wrestlers—and their manager, Johnny Valiant, wouldn’t have it 
any other way! 
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Enos tries to save his partner, Wayne 
Bloom, from Ken Patera’s full-nelson (above). Bloom and Enos whip 
Patera across the ring (top right). Bloom thrusts a knee into Patera's 
midsection while Enos grabs Patera around the neck (right). 


By Liz Hunter 


you can tell there is something dif- 

rent about Wayne Bloom and 
Mike Enos. There are teams through- 
out the wrestling world that are big- 
ger. Many of their opponents are 
faster. Some may even be a bit 
stronger. But it's the look in their 
eyes that sets them apart. And that 
look says everything you need to 
know about The Destruction Crew. 

“It’s frightening, isn’t it?” asked a 
jubilant Johnny Valiant, the manager 
of these brutal newcomers. “Neither 
of these guys give a damn about 
anything but titles, which is great. 
Hey, the Crew are the baddest, nasti- 
est team the AWA has seen in years, 
baby.” 

It's hard to argue with Valiant’s 
summation. Since taking on the con- 


Jee FROM GLANCING at them, 
el 


tracts of these superbly conditioned 
powerlifters in March, The Destruc- 
tion Crew has succeeded in injuring 
a host of wrestlers. This reign of ter- 
ror has not been seen in the federa- 
tion since The Road Warriors domi- 
nated the tag team ranks in 1984 and 
1985. 

“Hey, | don’t wanna hear about 
comparisons,” said an angry 6/4”, 
266-pound Bloom, who claims to 
have once dead-lifted 821 pounds. 
“As far as I’m concerned, the War- 
riors are just a couple of old fogies. 
Me and Mike are the best new team 
in this sport, but too many people 
have been ignoring us. That’s why 
we've been crippling as many peo- 
ple as we can. We're sick of being 
put down. We've had enough of 
that garbage in the past.” 


Photos by Bruce Kreitzman & Scott Romer 


In reality, the team of Bloom and 
Enos was born of failure. Both began 
their professional wrestling careers 
in 1988, but both struggled for 
months in the preliminary ranks. 
Bloom’‘s most embarrassing moment 
was his nationally-televised 24-second 
loss at SuperClash III last December 
13, which ironically came at the 
hands of Jimmy Valiant, his eventual 
manager's brother. Enos’ career was 
faring no better, as he was forced to 
take assignments as a referee be 
tween his infrequent wrestling dates 
to earn extra money. 

“As singles wrestlers, we were go- 
ing nowhere real fast,” recalled the 
6'4”, 252-pound Enos, who set sever- 
al regional powerlifting records dur- 
ing his high school years in Minne- 
sota. “Wayne and | grew up 
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Enos whacks Scott Norton with a chair. 
Norton is one of the grapplers the Crew has 
been trying to injure. Enos and Bloom like 
to brag about retiring Wahoo McDaniel. 


together in Minneapolis, and we had 
been working out together for years. 
So one day we just looked at each 
other and figured we'd form a tag 
team. What did we have to lose?” 

Hoping for the best, Enos and 
Bloom started teaming on a regular 
basis early this year. Being of. similar 
backgrounds, their skills meshed 
perfectly, and they amassed a win- 
ning record against preliminary op- 
ponents. They also developed a fin- 
ishing maneuver, the power drill, 
which succeeded in hospitalizing 


50 


“several 


men. In this dangerous 
move, Enos holds a helpless foe in a 
suplex position while Bloom dives 
off the top turnbuckle and delivers a 
crushing flying bodyblock. 

When the stretchers starting leav- 
ing AWA arenas on a regular basis, 
Enos and Bloom finally started gar- 
nering respect—including Valiant's. 
He signed the duo to a contract in 
March, and then instructed them to 
do one thing and one thing only— 
destroy all of their opponents. 

“That's what set my other great 
teams apart from the rest,” insists 
Valiant. “When my ‘Dream Team,’ 
Brutus Beefcake and Greg Valentine, 
won the WWF World tag team title 
in 1985, Beefer rubbed my cigar in 


Barry Windham’s eye to get the vic- 
tory. | told Mike and Wayne they 
should forget about the rules. | 
wanted to see ‘em cripple with aban- 
don, baby!” 

And on May 6, in Rochester, Min- 
nesota, they did exactly what Valiant 
wanted, This night of horror began 
with the now infamous car-lifting ex- 
hibition. For weeks, Bloom had 
begged Ken Patera, the AWA World 
tag team champion with Brad 
Rheingans, to accept his challenge of 
lifting an automobile. If Patera failed 
to lift the auto, Bloom and Enos 
would receive a title shot against The 
Olympians. If Bloom could not lift 
the car, he and Enos would be de- 
nied the title match. 

In typical Valiant fashion, however, 
the entire exhibition was just a ruse. 
When Patera ‘tried to lift the car, he 
was attacked from behind by Bloom 
while Valiant and Enos brutalized 
Rheingans. When the violence finally 
subsided, Patera had suffered a con- 
cussion from being run headfirst 
into the car bumper, but Rheingans 
was in even worse shape. He suf 
fered a dislocated right shoulder and 
needed reconstructive surgery on his 
right knee. He has ‘not been able to 
return to action since. 

The carnage, however, was just 
beginning. Later in the evening, 
Bloom and Enos took on veteran 
Wahoo McDaniel and rookie Scott 
Norton in a tag team match. When 
McDaniel and Norton started to gain 
an advantage over the Crew late in 
the bout, Valiant threw the duo's 
hard hats into the ring. Bloom struck 
McDaniel in the right eye with the 
hard plastic hats, and McDaniel suf- 
fered a detached retina. Faced with 
the possibility of losing his sight if 
his eye was injured again, the leg- 
endary Indian chief was forced to 
retire a few weeks later. 

Valiant and his men were fined 
severely for their‘actions, but in reali- 
ty they didn’t even care. Instead of 
working their way up the ladder of 
contention for the World tag team 

(Continued on page 52) 


THIS MONTH IN... 


An exciting and nostalgic special 
section: HULK HOGAN’S toughest 
matches 


Find out if you were a winner in our 
special contest, as STING exclaims, 
“The fans did a number on my face!” 


Can TEDDY LONG keep THE 
SKYSCRAPERS from tumbling? .. . The 
incredible truth behind JIMMY 
SNUKA’S feud with HONKY TONK 
MAN.. . An exclusive interview with 
NWA World title contender TERRY 
FUNK .. . Should NORMAN THE 
LUNATIC be banned? 


All this and much more. . . 
in the November 1989 issue of 
Sports Review Wrestling 


ON SALE NOW 


STING, LEX LUGER, THE GREAT 
MUTA are among the “young & 
restless.” The NWA‘’s future is in their 

hands! 


=. 1 
It’s not if, it’s when, BRUTUS 
BEEFCAKE will tum against HULK 
HOGAN 


PLUS... 

Find out if TULLY BLANCHARD & ARN 
ANDERSON are the greatest tag team 
ever... The semifinal round of the PWI 
dream tag team tournament, where you 
decide who wins! . . . Canada’s best tag 
team? It’s THE BRITISH BRUISERS ... 
An interview with MIL MASCARAS... 
Plus a full-color pinup of JIMMY 
“SUPERFLY” SNUKA 


All this and much more... 
in the December 1989 issue of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated 


ON SALE NOW 


ENOS & BLOOM 


(Continued from page 50) 


title by wrestling in a string of quali- 
fying matches, they've crippled their 
way to the number-one contenders’ 
spot. 

With Rheingans out of action in- 
definitely, Patera has been allowed 
to defend the title with other part- 
ners of his own choosing. He has 
also vowed revenge for the uncalled- 
for attack. 


against the tum- 
quickly became the num- 
ber-one contenders to the AWA tag title. 


ip 


Bloom pummels 
buckle. The Crew 


“There's just no excuse for guys 
like these,” griped Patera. “So Enos 
and Bloom want to try to get down 
and dirty? That's great. I'll just call 
up my friends Baron Von Raschke, 
Greg Gagne, and Scott Norton. Let's 
see how well those punks fare 
against us—if they have the guts to 
meet us face to face.” 

At the beginning of the year, no- 
body knew who Wayne Bloom and 
Mike Enos were. Now, thanks to Val- 
iant, The Destruction Crew are one 
of the most infamous teams in the 
sport. They insist they'll soon cap- 
ture the AWA World tag team title. 

They way they've been wrestling, 
it looks like they may very well win 
it. The only question is, who will be 
destroyed next? 
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FAN FORUM 


(Continued from page 7) 


broke his leg, intentionally broke 
Rick Morton’s nose and scarred his 
face, and masterminded parking lot 
attacks on Lex Luger and Rhodes. 
And that’s just the beginning of 
what Flair and his Four Horsemen 
teammates were responsible for! 
Flair may be playing up the cheers 
now, but as soon as he gains the 
fans’ trust, he'll turn on them again. 
He's done it before—and anyone 
with any common sense knows he’s 
going to do it again. 
JACK WILSON 
Tampa, FL 


INDEPENDENT VIEWS 

1 enjoy your magazine, but | 
would appreciate expanded coverage 
of the smaller federations. Sure, the 
NWA and AWA are great, but the 
CWA, Pacific Northwest, ACW, FCW, 
and ICW are every bit as good. 

Wrestling just hasn’t been the 


Carl Styles tries to take off The Grappler’s boot. This Pacific Northwest action is sometimes 
oO overlooked, but reader Bart Lewis enjoys it as much as the major federations. 


same since the major promotions 
took over Georgia, the Mid-Atlantic, 
Southwest, Mid-South, and Florida 
areas. In that regard, it’s great to see 
the FCW make such important 
strides. The PNW is exciting again, 
too, and recently they've featured 
Roddy Piper, The Southern Rockers, 
and other top stars. 
Here's hoping to see more cover- 
age on these areas in future issues. 
BART_LEWIS 
Red Boiling Springs, TN 


WARRIOR WORRIES 

In your article “The Road War- 
riors:; What Is Holding Back The 
World’s Greatest Tag Team?” in the 
Fall 1989 issue, it almost seemed like 
Animal and Hawk aren’t concerned 
with winning titles anymore. They'd 
rather make life miserable for their 
enemies, but it seems to me like 
they're forgetting a very important 


co 


factor in their careers—their fans. 

Even if Hawk and Animal and 
their manager, Paul Ellering, aren't 
concerned with the prestige and fi- 
nancial rewards of holding the NWA 
World tag team championship, it 
does their fans a lot of good to 
know that they're the number-one 
team in everyone’s eyes. Warrior 
boosters know who the best team is, 
even if a considerably less talented 
team like The Freebirds currently 
holds the belts. 

Legion of Doom, the time has nev- 
er been better. Go after those NWA 
World belts, if not for yourselves, 
then for your supporters! 

RYAN THARP 
Dallas 


Who cares if The Road Warriors 
aren't the NWA World tag team 
champs? What does it matter if 
they've only garnered one World ti- 
tle in the last five years? What other 
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The December 1988 edition of The Wrestler was a 
collectors’ dream! It included a dynamic eight- 
page FULL-COLOR section featuring “The 
Superstars Of A Super Summer’ competing in 
some of 1988's greatest cards and matches! 
Included in this exciting full-color section: Hulk 
Hogan, Sting, Randy Savage, Lex Luger, Rick 
Rude, The Ultimate Warrior, Jerry Lawler, Ric 
Flair, Hacksaw Duggan, The Fantastics, Dusty 
Rhodes, Ted DiBiase, Barry Windham, The Honky 
Tonk Man, and Nikita Koloff! Also included in this 
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Hawk faces off against Samu outside the ring. The Warriors’ fans rallied to support them 


after a story in our last issue questioned their desire. 


team strikes more fear into the 

hearts of their opponents than the 

LOD? And who's the team that's giv- 

ing The Samoan Swat Team ulcers 
right now? 

JAMIE WATTENBERG 

Bronx, NY 


Af far as I’m concerned, the NWA 
should create a new tag team title 
called ‘The Greatest Team In Histo- 
ty” championship. Then they should 
give the belts to The Road Warriors. 

Then they should retire them. No 
one was ever greater than Animal 
and Hawk, and no one ever will be! 

SCOTT SANTORO 
Coventry, CT 


TOM TRAVELS 

So where did Tom Zenk go this 
time? In the “Superstar Interview” in 
the Fall 1989 issue, Zenk insisted that 
he was going to stay in the AWA 
until he won the World title from 
Larry Zbyszko. But by the time | 
bought my issue, Zenk had left the 
AWA already! 

This isn’t the first time Zenk has 
departed from a federation when the 
action got hot. He quit the AWA be- 


Tom Zenk may ‘soon be wrestling in the 
NWA, which would come as no surprise to 
reader Jack Kinsley, who calls Zenk a cow- 
ard for leaving the AWA and WWF before 
winning any titles. 
fore when he started to contend, 
and he left the WWF when his tag 
team with Rick Martel, The Can-Am 
Connection, looked like it was get- 
ting ready to challenge for a title. It’s 
starting to look like Zenk is a cow- 
ard, pure and simple. 

What's the matter, Tom? Afraid of 
a little success? 
JACK KINSLEY 
Minneapolis 1 


nes BACK ISSUES OF EEE 


Now is the time to complete your 
collection of SPORTS REVIEW 
WRESTLING, the magazine jam-packed 
with action photography and in-depth 
stories. Don’t miss out on an issue. 
Quantities are limited, so order today! 
[NOTE: Cover stories noted in 


Fe 1980/Rhodes-Funk, Race, 

Spoiler, Brisco. 

May 1980/Koloff-Anderson, Brody- 

Spoller, Graham. Andro. 

‘October 1980/Hogan, Flair, Wrestling I, 
Super D, 

January 1981/Morales-Fuji, Zbyszko, 
Thomion, Keim. ; 

June 1981/Morales-Khan, Lawier, 


January 1984/Andre-Abdullah, Bock- 
winkel, Gilbert, Windham, Flair, Mosca. 
February 1984/Rich-Sawyer, Idol-Han- 
sen, Martel, Parsons, Von Erich, 

March 1984/Starrcade ’83, Closeups 
on Atlanta and Dallas cards. 


May 1984/LeDuc-Sawyer, Assassins, 
The Men Who Make Wrestling Fly! 


BOLDFACE.] 


January 1986/Savage-Santana, Abdul- 
lah, Humongous, Von Raschke, 
‘Comiskey Park, Taylor. 

February 1986/Junkyard Dog, Rude, 
Patek, Garvin, Hood Datevcek 
March 1986/Starrcade '85, Ventura, 
Windham, Sunshine, Slaughter. 

April 1986/Savage-Hogan, Martel-Han- 
fen, 1985 In Pictures, Wartirs, Dislase, 


February 1988/Rhodes, Strike Force, 
Rich-Adonis, Hyatt, 1988 datebook, 
March 1988/Starrcade, Survivor Se- 
ries, Simpson, Hennig, Zbyszko, 

April 1988/1987 In Pictures, Tully & 
‘Am, DiBiase, Kerry, Orton, 

May 1988/Hawk-Flair, Andre-Hogan, 
Dangerously, Duggan, Mike George. 
June 1988/Luger-Tully, DiBlase, Ad- 


Slater, Piper, May 1986/Sammartino, R&R Express, | ams, NWA New York invasion. 
‘September 1981/Backlund-Mosca, June 1984/Windham-Fiair, Gilbert, ‘Sunshine-Hyatt, Slater, Devastating July 1988/Savage wins WWF tourney, 
Freebirds, Flair, Rich, Junkyard Dog. Sawyer, Bockwinkel, Tsuruta, roee ca & Hennig, aad Rockers-Express, Hayes, Dusty-Rider. 
November 1981/Rhodes-DiBiase, July 1984/Flair-Gordy, Duggan, Blan- | June 1986/Hogan-Muraco, Midn ‘August 1988/Luger and Sting win 
Sleamboeat, Muligan, McDaniel, Spoiler. | chatd, Brisco, AWA tag tourty, Express, Freebirds, Battle of Belts Il, Crockett Cup, Savage-DiBiase, Nasty 
December 1981/Muraco-Morales, ‘August 1984/Rich & Gilbert, Adams- | July 1986/Omdorff-Piper, Blanchard- | Boys, Ultimate Warrior. 


Patera, Steele, Andre. 
March 1982/Valentine, Brisco-Funk, 


Steelo, Flair, Hayes. 
April 1982/Spoller, Idol-Hayes, Mo- 
rales, Super , 

82/Rich-Flair, Backlund, Super- 
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May Dion Wrestling Il 
June 1982/Tommy Rich, Jimmy. 
Snuka, Wrestlers rate each other. 
duly 1982/Steamboat-Idol, Albano, 
Rhodes, Patera, 
August 1982/Piper-Rich, Flalr-Slater, 
Rhodes, Valentine, Bockwinkel 
‘October 1982/Funk-Abdullah, Orton, 
Kabuki, Von Erich 
November 1982/Piper, Abdullah, Saito, 
Von Erich, Mascaras. 
December 1982/Backlund-Rose, 
Rhodes-Fiair, Albano, Humperdink. 
danuary 1983/Rich, McDaniel-Valen- 
tine, Patera, Brisco, Bockwinkel 


Hayes, Von Erich, Faces Of Wrestling. 


October 1984/Sullivan-Rhodes, Free- 
birds video, Atias, Orange Bow card, 
November 1984/Von Erich & Bill 
Jack, Andre, Fab Ones, Summer Warst 
December 1984/Rich-Gilbert, Martel, 
Mascaras, Youngblood, World Class. 
January 1985/Flair-McDaniel, Missing 
Link, Backlund, Fabulous Ones, Pro 
Wrestling USA, Valentine. 

February 1985/Sullivan-Graham, Her- 
nandez & Nicola Roberts, Bruno Jr, 
Steamboat, Warriors 

March 1985/Starrcade ‘84 featuring 
Flair, Rhodes, Steamboat, Koloffs, 1985 
Datebook, Hayes, wrestling school, 
‘April 1985/Von Erich-Blackwell, 
Haynes-Barr, Hart, Inwins, 1984 in Pic- 


T.A., Matches of '80s, Sheepherders, 
Bockwinkel, Bulldogs. 

August 1986/Crockett Cup Tour 
Jake Roberts, Midnight Rockers, Von 
Erichs, Wrestling I 

September 1986/Bull Bianchard- 
Gibson, Lugar, Dundee, UWF tourny. 
October 1986/Omdortf, Rude-Brody, 
Bash, Bockwinkel, Gordy, Adams, 


November 1986/Andersons-R&R Ex- 
press, Machine, Gordy, Managers, 
December 1986/Machines, Fantastics, 
Warriors, WWF Muchnick Tourny. 
January 1957/Russians, Hyatt-Dark 
Joumey, WWF Top 50, Fab Ones. 
Fe 1987/Road Warriors, Savage, 
Windhard & Lugar 1987 Datebook. 
March 1987/Kamala-Hogan, Starrcade 
86, Atlas, Williams, Tatum, 

il 1987/1986 in Pictures, Kevin Von, 

lair, Rich, Hennig-Bockwinkel, 


September 1988/Pradictions Through 
1998, Williams, Rhodes, Bad Company, 
greatest Garden matches. 

‘October 1988/Midnight Rockers, 
Sting, Taylor, Koloff, Hot Young Lions, 
November 1988/R&R Express, Honky 
Tonk, Von Erichs, Great American Bash. 


December 1988/Warriors, Samoan 
SWAT Team, Hart, Andro, Presidential 
Wrestlers, 

January 1989/Jal Rude, 
Sting, Lawer, Flair, Savage's career. 
February 1989/The Champions in '89, 
Duggan, Roberts, 1989 datebook 

April 1989/Starrcade "88, Savage-Ho- 
gan, Funk-Mulligan, Heenan, Abdullah, 
May 1989/Royal Rumble, WrestleMa- 
nila, Rhodes, Lawler, Horsemen. 

une 1989/Chi-Town Rumble, Hogan- 
Towers, R&R Express, Rougeaus, 

July 1989/WrestleMania V, Sting, 


February 1983/Flair-Race, Morales- tures, Blair. May 1987/Nikita-Flair, Bull , Alba- | Steamboat, Martel vs. Rude, Embry. 
Rose, Patera, Bravo, Spolor May 1985/Albano, Freebirds-Fiair, no's career, Snuka-DeBeers, Taylor. August 1989/Luger & Sting, Ultimate, 
March 1983/Flalr-Bass, Snuska, Suli- | Steamboat, Hemandez, Las Vegas, June 1987/Hogan-Andre, Hall, Par- Fiat's persona photos, Buldogs. 


van, Steamboat, Patera. 

‘April 1983/Backlund-Graham, Briscos, 

Fhodos, Hogan Semeane, 

May 1983/Muraco, Dillon, Sullivan, 

Reeed, Brisco, Von Erich, 

June 1983/Piper, Bockwinkel-Patter- 

on, Brody, Sullivan, Baba. 

July 1983/Valiant-Humperdink, Martel, 

Hernandez, Murdoch, Armstrong, 
Valentine, Mulli- 


October 1983/Martel-' 

gan, Lawler, Von Erichs, Bruno. Noveintet pes rears Werlors, Hart, eae ildleat esa 
November 1983/Andre-Mulligan, Ka- lid-South, Haynes, Rhodes, Savage, | Decem| 5 
mala-Brody, Slater, Beckund December 1985/H | Hogan-Andre, igor Nt Boesch card 


December 1983/Windham-LeDuc, 
Santana, Sullivan, Garvin. 
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June 1985/Pro Wrestling U.S.A, Von 
Erich, Richter, Windham, Taylor. 

July 1985/Von Erich, WrestleMania, 
bloodiest mate! 


August 1985/Flair-Nikita, Omdorff, 
Slaughter, Parade of Champions Il. 
‘September 1985/Adams-Von Erich, 
Omdorft, Sawyer, Kamala, Barr. 
October 1985/Martel-Hayes, Richter, 
Savage, Adams, T.A., Warriors, 


in, Zbyszko-Mar- 
tel, Murdoch, Dillon, fiendish faces. 


sons, Garvin, WWF title history, 
July 1987/Midnight Express, Savage- 
‘Steamboat, Adams, NWA in Boston, 
‘August 1987/Nord:-Kevin, Armstrong- 
Flair, Hogan & Patera, Crockett Cup. 
September 1987/Hogan, Akbar, Luger- 
Nikita, Summer Feuds, charity shows, 
October 1987/Windham, Bigelow, 
Bockwinkel, Western States tourny, 
November 1987/Bash, Honky Tonk, 


September 1989/Duggan, Wrestle 
War, Rhodes, Flair-Steamboat, Japan. 
October 1989/Great American Bash, 


hes, Backlund, Snuka, Piper-Ventura, Savage-Hogan. 


Jan 1988/Honky Tonk, Garvin, 
TA cuoor AeA Hogan 


“Wake Check Payeble AndSendTo ——SS””””*~*é‘iCil rT 
T.V. SPORTS ONLY | 
Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 $3.00 EACH jj | 
Please send me the back issues I've checked. 1 
PRN 2-2 YiBorS OL EeLery: In case of a saliout, indicate substitute issue; I 
Number of Magazines Ordered: ___. Amount Enclosed: $.. U.S.FUNDS ONLY I 
PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY H 
Name | 
Address Apt. | 
City 
State Zip | 
For all orders except the United States and Canada you MUST ADD one dollar for every back issue ordered tor | 
boat mail, and two dollars for every back issue sent by air mail, J 


and the ones where I haven’t have 
only been the result of corrupt 
American officials. 

WS: Corrupt officials? A lot of people 
feel. you should have been sus- 
pended because of your actions in 
the matches against Gilbert, and 
for your sneak-attacks against 
Sting during his matches with 
Terry Funk. 

GM:1 do not care about these Ameri- 
can wrestling rules and regula- 
tions. It always seems to me that 
the fans, the officials, and the ref- 
erees are out to make sure that 
anyone associated with Mr. Hart 
is defeated. That is not fair, so I 
do not want to hear about how 
supposedly brutal my tactics are, 
As far as this Sting goes, he has 
insulted me far worse than any 
other man ever has. 

WS: Why is this? 
GM: It is obvious. He is trying to in- 
sult me with the makeup he 
wears. Hart has told me that 
Sting continuously has insulted 
me and my wrestling ability. I will 
not be slighted by someone of his 
ilk. I am a man of great personal 
discipline and devotion to heri- 
tage. From what I’ve seen of 
Sting, he is the kind of American 
who is more concerned with par- 
tying and impressing his mentally 
deficient fans. To have a man like 
this defeat me would be an insult 
beyond comprehension. 

But he did come very close to 

defeating you at the Great Ameri- 

can Bash in Baltimore on July 23, 

though. In fact, many observers 

believe that Sting’s match against 
you proved he is as good a wres- 
tler as you are. 

GM: That is not true. If anything, that 
match proved how I can outsmart 
an American like Sting every 
time. He thought he had me 
pinned when he captured me in a 
back suplex, but it was academic 
that I would raise my shoulders 
before the three-count. What a 
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INTERVIEW 


(Continued from page 24) 


Muta stomps on the back of Gilbert, a man 
he despises for insulting his heritage. Muta 
claims to have no respect for American 
wrestlers and American wrestling rules. 


sloppy attempt at a pinfall! 

WS: The result of that match was sig- 
nificant, though. The TV belt was 
held up after NWA officials ruled 
there was too much controversy. 

GM: Another case of Americans trying 
to look after their own kind. It 
was obvious that Sting had 
pinned himself with his poorly ex- 
ecuted bridge. So, instead of 
awarding me the title that I right- 
fully won, they decided to put it 
in limbo. They will find out that 
their thinly veiled attempt at sav- 
ing his skin will not help. I will 
meet and defeat Sting for the first 
of my NWA championships. And 
when I am through with him I 
will defeat Ric Flair for the NWA 
World title. 

WS: You’ve already met Flair before, 
however. The brawl between you 
and Funk against Sting and Flair 
will certainly go down in wrestling 
history as one of the wildest 
endings to a match ever seen. But 
why did you attack Flair after he 
had cleanly defeated Funk in 
Baltimore? 


GM: You are not overly observant. Af- 
ter the match, Flair went so far as 
to hit my manager, Mr. Hart. 
And as I mentioned before, at- 
tacking Hart is something that 
cannot be accepted. It called for 
immediate revenge, and I tried to 
even the score. What happened 
after that was uncalled for. Sting 
and Flair proved what cowards 
they are by attempting to brawl 
throughout the arena. They also 
proved that they are unsuitable as 
champions. In my country, cham- 
pions conduct themselves with 
dignity, not as undisciplined sav- 
ages, But since coming to this 
country, I see that I have to react 
in kind to these kind of people. 
And it is obvious that I am in 
better shape and possess more 
skill than these American wrestlers 
do. 
I must admit that you utilize 
some maneuvers that no one has 
ever seen before. Your moonsault 
press is an incredible exhibition of 
balance and aerial ability, while 
your handspring-flying elbow 
combination spells sure defeat for 
most of your opponents. 

GM: These tactics are actually quite 
easy for me to do. Clearly, an 
older, out-of-shape specimen like 
Flair will never been able to with- 
stand my kind of an attack. So it 
will be quite a simple matter for 
me to defeat Flair and win the 
World title. Mr. Hart has told me 
of the riches and prestige that 
holding such a belt can bring. 

WS: But why do you have this incredi- 
ble devotion to Hart? I realize he 
managed your father, but many 
experts believe that Hart is only 
using you for his own twisted 
purposes. 

GM:Now you have insulted Hart. I 
cannot accept this. You have ter- 
minated this interview. 

WS: But I was just asking .. . 

GM: That is too bad. This interview is 
over. o 
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Way 1980/Stories include: Andre, Mas- 
caras, Bockwinkel, Patera, 

June 1980/Stories include: Backlund, 
Abdullah, Brisco, Flair, 

August 1980/Stories include: Valentine, 
Zbyszko, Von Erich, Albano, 
September 1980/Siories include: Ladd, 
Patera, Steamboat, Gagne. 

October 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Rhodes, Wrestling Il, Morales 

January 1981/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Rhodes, Patera, Von Erich, 
February 1981/Stories include: Zbys- 
2ko, Patera, Iron Sheik, Wrestling I, 
March 1981/Stories include: Rich, Sa- 
moans, Blassie, Wrestling Il 

May 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, DiBiase, Moondogs, 

June 1981/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Piper, Rich, Martel, 

July 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Flair, Atlas. 

‘August 1981/Stories include: DiBiase, 
Slaughter, Martel, dol, 

October 1981/Stories include: Funks, 
Rhodes, Race, Sullivan, 

danuary 1982/Stories include: Rich, 
Steamboat, Sullivan, Sammartino, 
‘March 1982/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Albano, Flair, Race. 

April 1982/Stories include: Brisco, Arm- 
strongs, Valentine, Santana, 

May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Von Erich, Graham, Rich, 

June 1982/Stories include; Steamboat, 
Reed, Albano, Piper. 

July 1982/Stories include: Rich, Sawyer, 
all, Steamboat 

August 1982/Stories include: Bockwink- 
el, Steamboat, Mulligans, Piper. 
September 1982/Siories include: 
Rhodes, Hogan, Armstrong, Blair, 
‘October 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rhodes, Santana, Piper. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Piper, Blair. 

December 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rich, Kamala, Junkyard Dog. 

January 1983/Stories include: Putski, 
Muraco, Windham, Bockwinkel. 
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| Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jacl 


February 1983/Stories include: Book- 
winkel, Backlund, Rich, Kamala, 
April 1989/Stories include: Rhodes, Ti- 
ger Mask, Sammartino, Bundy. 

‘May 1983/Stories include: Samoans, 
Von Erich, Rhodes, Omdorff, 


‘August 1989/Stories include: Valentine, 
Blanchard, Windham, Street, 
‘September 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
‘gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos, 
October 1983/Stories include: Race, 
Sawyer, Briscos, Bass, 

November 1983/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki, 
December 1983/Stories include: Mas- 
‘caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko, 
‘March 1984/Stories include: Santana, 
Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers. 

April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- 
ing, Von Erich, Rhodes. 

May 1984/Stories include: Windham, 
Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog. 
June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong, 

duly 1984/Stories include: Rich, Billy 
Jack, Valiant, Von Erich, 

August 1984/Stories include: Garvin, 
Sullivan, Freebirds, Street, 
September 1984/Stories include: Von 


October 1984/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A,, Bundy. 
November 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody. 
December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 
‘Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat, 

January 1985/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Warriors, Albano, Kolotfs. 
February 1985/Stories include: War- 
rlors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Kolott, 
March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 


lair, 


Warriors, Martel, Rude. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka. 
May 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Backlund, Santana, Rich. 
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Windham, Rich, Hogan. 
July 1985/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine 
‘September 1985/Stories include; Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express. 
October 1985/Stories include: Flair, 
Windham, Shultz, Martel. 

November 1985/Stories include: Ho- 


gan, Zbyszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs, 


December 1985/Stories include; Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer, 
February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 
Omdorff, Flair, Hansen. 
March 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Duggan, Hansen-Martel. 
April 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Rude, Lugar, Hogan, Magnum T.A. 
‘May 1986/Stories include: Zbyszko, Von 
Erichs, Santana-Ventura, Hillbillies. 
June 1986/Stories include: Lugar, Her- 
nandez, Flair-Bockwinkel, Hogan, T.A. 
July 1986/Stories include: King Kong 
Bundy, Koloff vs. Graham, Ric Flair. 
August 1986/Stories include; Snuka, 
Bulldogs, Freebirds, Warriors, Duggan. 
‘September 1986/Stories include: Fan- 
tastics, Adonis, Morton-Flair, Brody. 
October 1986/Stories include: Nikita- 
Magnum, Nord, Bruno, Kerry, Windham. 
November 1986/Stories include: R&A 
Express, Hogan-Omdorff, Von Erich. 
December 1986/Stories include: Flair, 
Bockwinkel, Hogan, Gilbert, Nikita. 
January 1987/Siories include: Heenan, 
Garvins, DiBiase, Borne & Sawyer. 
February 1987/Stories include: Mag- 
num T.A., Gordy, Steamboat-Roberis. 
March 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Nikita, Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 
April 1987/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger, Rich-Lawler, R&A Express. 
1987/Stories include: Flair-Nikita, 
‘Andre-Hogan, UWF, Windham, Hennig. 
June 1987/Stories include: Flair-Wind- 
ham, Can-Ams, Rhodes-Murdoch. 
July 1987/Stories include; Cornette, Hy- 
alt, Luger, Harts, Adams, Hansen, 
August 1987/Stories include: Can-Ams, 
Luger vs. Nikita, Fantastics, Koko, Nord 


lember 1987/Stories Include: Ko- 
loffs, Harts, Duggan, Hennig, Hart, 
October 1987/Stories include: Savage- 
Honky Tonk, Horsemen, Patera, Kerry. 
November 1987/Stories include: Wil 
liams, Luger, Hogan-Khan, Rich. 
December 1987/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Windham, Lawler, Flair, Beefcake, 
vanuary 1988/Stories include: Nikita- 
Taylor, Warriors, DiBiase-Duggan, 
February 1989/Stories include: Flair, 
‘Andre-Hogan, New Breed, Kerry. 
March 1988/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger-Sting, Calgary, Demolition. 
May 1988/Stories include: Horsemen, 
Hogan, Flair, Fantastics, DiBiase. 
sJune 1988/Stories include: Sting-Flair, 
DiBiase, Kerry, Nikita, Zenk. 
July 1988/Stories include: Fantastics, 
Hogan, Windham, McMahon, Rich: 
‘August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Wingham-Luger spit, Demolition, 
Lawler, Ellering, 
‘September 1988/Stories include: Dug- 
gan vs. Andre, Hogan, Windham, 
October 1988/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Fantastic, Hennig, Roberts-Rude, 
November 1988/Stories include: Mid- 
night Ex,, DiBiase, Bossman, Brody, 
January 1989/Stories include: Kevin 
Von, Rougeaus, Horsemen, Hogan. 
February 1989/Stories include: War- 
riors, Ultimate-Hogan, Bigelow-Gordy, 
March 1989/Stories include: Jarret, 
Flair, Jake-Andre, Bigolow-Windham. 
‘April 1989/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
farriors, Andre, Hogan-Savage. 
May 1989/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Savage-Hogan, Dusty, Valentine, 
June 1989/Stories include; Steamboat, 
Martel, Ultimate-Savage, Luger, Flair, 
July 1989/Stories include: Warrior, Ho- 
‘gan-Bravo, Flai-Steamboat, Rhodes, 
‘September 1989/Stories include: Flair- 
Funk, Piper, Demolition, Zeus, 
October 1989/Stories include: Hogan & 
Beefcake vs. Zeus & Savage, Hyatt, 
Hayes, Long, Embry, WWF Horsemen. 
November 1989/Stories include: Piper- 
Savage-Hogan, Dusty, Flai-Funk. 
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can. Meanwhile Savage was duplicating 
Martel’s brutal assault of moments be- 
fore as he stuffed Hogan’s balding 
head into the toilet. (Ironically, the vi- 
olent action flushed Hogan’s eyes clean 
and prevented serious eye damage). 

Savage grabbed Martel’s hand. ‘Are 
you okay?’ he asked. “Fine,” she 
said. “‘Let’s get out of here. I’m get- 
ting sick.” 

She kicked Elizabeth in the face 
once more; Savage did likewise to Ho- 
gan, and they left. 


LOVE HURTS 

The Great Chinese Bathroom Mas- 
sacre made the front page of every 
newspaper in the country, including 
The New York Times. A Wall Street 
Journal columnist best captured the 
tempest, writing, “It seemed as if a 
great snake lay coiled at Sherri’s very 
heart, some malevolent and destructive 


DREAM MATCH 
(Continued from page 20) 


energy was terribly alive and working 
there, and that Elizabeth, from a small 
town, homespun and milky pure, was 
confronted now with something evil 
and unknown which she had not ex- 
pected and for which she was not 
prepared.”” 

Elizabeth, with no prior wrestling 
experience, demanded of WWF head 
honcho Vince McMahon that he ar- 
range a match against Martel, the ex- 
WWE women’s champion. McMahon, 
afraid to alienate Elizabeth (and more 
afraid to offend his top star, Hogan) 
agreed if Elizabeth would train for at 
least six months. Bent on revenge, the 
pretty manager complied with the 
terms. 


ELIZABETHAN DRAMA 


Elizabeth was quite adamant about 
the design her career would take. 
Though Hogan would train her, she 


Seeing that her man is in trouble, Martel pulls him from the ring and out of danger. Sherri 
has played an extremely important role in Savage’s comeback after his crushing defeat to 
Hogan at WrestleMania V. 
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refused any special favors. Not only 
would she climb the preliminary ranks, 
she would do so in a fashion that sent 
tremors of terror through Hogan’s 
heart. 

“You're nuts,” Hogan screamed af- 
ter Elizabeth let it be known her desire 
to debut at a female mud-wrestling 
club (not just any mud-wrestling club, 
but the toughest one in the world), “I 
won’t permit it. Those women aren’t 
serious wrestlers. They’re sleazy killers 
out for easy money. I won’t allow it.” 

The crowd in Club Wild Fyre was 
composed, for the most part, of men 
from the underbelly, stamped and 
reeking of the street, men with vulpine 
faces, feverish dark eyes, features 
molded by cruelty and cunning, cor- 
rupted criminal visages of night. In a 
word—dirtbags. 

Their unclean passion was appalling. 
They were there not to witness a con- 
test of technique, but one of pornogra- 
phy. They cheered smut, had little pa- 
tience for skill. Hogan was horrified. 
Elizabeth was feverishly devoted to her 
training, but they had spent barely two 
months working on moves. True, the 
frail, delicate maiden was a fast learn- 
er, and she had turned her soft flesh 
into muscle, but two months to learn a 
sport that takes years? It was an ab- 
surd proposition. 

The snarling and convulsed mouths 
of the anticipants evoked a sinister cli- 
mate of smut and hate as Elizabeth 
climbed into the mud pit. Her first 
opponent, a 260-pound truck driver 
the men called TV Mama, raced to- 
ward her before the introduction, 
much to the delight of the crowd. Eliz- 
abeth sidestepped the behemoth and 
dropped her with a perfectly timed 
dropkick to the side of the head. TV 
Mama crumpled and collapsed. 

And thus the evening passed in a 
parade of exotic bodies all dispatched 
to similar fates. Saucy Suzanne, Legs 
Malone, Big Bertha, and Erotic Emily 
all fell to the lithe and supple Miss 
Elizabeth. Hogan watched anxiously 


Sher fs upset by the bathroom incident. 
But she did what she always said she 
would. 

from the back of the club, but his 
growing astonishment soon turned to 
pride with each passing conquest. He 
had created a champion. Elizabeth was 
fit and ready for Sherri. 


THE LOVE-IN 


Dressed in a tight black nylon body 
suit, Elizabeth was riveting. No longer 
the glamorous nymph, the lithe, deli- 
cate lines of her body had been re- 
placed by hard outlines of muscles. 
Her face had remained unchanged. It 
still belonged in a magazine. Or in 
heaven, 

“Sensational” Sherri Martel had 
spent the past two months in quiet 
meditation of this moment. Each day 
she trained dutifully with the “Macho 
Man,” But her physical skills were 
Never in question. According to the 
experts, she was the best female wres- 
tler in the world. Of this there was 
little doubt, even from Elizabeth’s sup- 
porters. But could she compete mental- 
ly with a Hulk Hogan protege? 

Each day she pumped iron under a 
poster-sized blowup of Savage and 
Elizabeth in embrace. The photo never 
failed to arouse the base hatred and 
loathing she had for her pretty oppo- 
nent. After this battle, she resolved, 
Elizabeth would be pretty no more. 

(Continued on page 60) 
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GARDEN PARTY 


Madison Square Garden sold out 
within minutes, as did the hundreds of 
closed-circuit venues carrying the battle 
around the country. Many fans hoped 
for a Savage-Hogan confrontation, 
since they would be supporting their 
charges from ringside. Other matches 
included Mike Tyson’s second-round 
knockout of unsigned offensive line- 
man Tony Mandarich and Dusty 
Rhodes’ demolition of Big Bossman in 
the blueberry pie-eating contest. 


SHOW TIME 

The last time they exchanged 
glances, Elizabeth was waist deep in 
soiled paper towels and toilet paper. 
She had not forgotten. She met Martel 
with a Hoganesque forearm to the ear, 
which sent Sensational Sherri sprawling 
to the canvas. The crowd, clearly on 
Elizabeth’s side, increased the volume 
of its support at Hogan’s exhortations. 


DREAM MATCH 


(Continued from page 58) 


Savage conferred with Martel in the 
comer. The crowd watched as he 
spoke rapidly into her ear. The crowd 
missed the tiny spiked ringlet he 
pressed into her hand. 

If doubt existed to where Savage’s 
loyalty lay, this act erased all ques- 
tions. Savage had a Memphis jeweler 
design the ringlet years ago as a weap- 
on in his feud against Jerry Lawler. He 
had used the weapon sparingly over 
the years, most recently (again, what 
irony) when, as part of The 
Megapowers, he rescued Hogan from 
a Big Bossman/King Haku double- 
team. By handing the weapon to Mar- 
tel, he virtually assured his ex-love of 
permanent . scars. The ringlet was 
needlesharp and could cut skin like a 
deli slicer. In Martel’s furious hands, it 
amounted to a murder weapon. 

The crowd marveled at Elizabeth. 
Accustomed to her standing demurely 
at ringside, her face a mask of helpless 
concern, fingers crossed begging divine 


assistance, the fans were astounded by 
the confident way her taut, muscular 
body navigated the ring. 

“He can talk to you later,’”’ she 
shouted at Martel, ‘from your hospital 
bed.” 

Elizabeth nailed Martel with a drop- 
kick that sent her over the ring ropes 
on top of Savage. “Don’t you two 
look cute down there,”’ she taunted. ‘‘I 
hope you'll come back to play.” 

Martel stared up at her smiling op- 
ponent. In the glare of the ring lights, 
Elizabeth seemed a towering deity, a 
beautiful goddess. For a second, Mar- 
tel had to fight the urge to pray to this 
mythic creature, the embodiment of 
everything she wished she could be. 
“Hate, hate, hate,” she reminded her- 
self. “Destroy, destroy, destroy.”” Mar- 
tel slipped under the ring ropes, 
ducked another dropkick, and pounced 
on Elizabeth’s back. 

“Elizabeth just showed her inexperi- 

(Continued on page 62) 
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Sensational Sherri shakes Rockin’ Robin up with a double standing kneelift (above left) and then, while 
holding Robin in an armlock, spots a target outside the ring for her overmatched foe (above right). 


February 1980/Stores includs: Patera, 
Snuka, Santana, Albano. 
‘April 1980/Stories include: Hogan, Rich, 
Backlund, Mascaras. 
May 1980/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Murdoch, Mulligan, Bockwinkel, 
June 1980/Stories include: Putski, An- 
Gre, Hemandez, Keirn, 
‘August 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Wrestiing I, Baker, Koloft, 
‘September 1980/Stories include: Mas- 
‘aaras, Rhodes, Ladd, Iron Sheik. 
November 1980/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Putski, Bockwinkel, Koloff. 
vanuary 1981/Stories include: Race, 
Snuka, Morales, Slater, 
‘April 1981/Siories include: Albano, 
Sammartino Jr., Race, MeGraw. 
May 1981/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Von Erich, Backlund, Saniana, 
June 1981/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hansen, Piper, Gagne. 

ber 1981/Stories include: 
Patera, Koloff, Khan, Junkyard Dog, 
January 1982/Stories include: Flair, Ho- 
gan, Race, Humperdink. 
February 1982/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Flair, Steamboat, Rhod 
March 1982/Stories include: Rich, Back- 
lund, Idol, Spoiler. 
April 1982/Stories include: Rhodes, An- 
dre, Von Erich, Piper. 
May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Von Erich. 
June 1982/Stories include: Valentine, 
Von Erich, Slaughter, Morales. 
July 1982/Stories include: Hogan, 
Rhodes, Steamboat, Adonis. 
August 1982/Stories include: Andre, 
Bockwinkel, Steamboat, Backlund, 
September 1982/Stories include: Atlas, 
Piper, Lawler, Brody. 
October 1982/Stories include: Rich, An- 
dre, Piper, Dillon. 
November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Von Erich, Slaughter. 
December 1982/Stories include: Muli 
gan, Rich, Lawler, Grand Wizard, 
February 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hogan, DiBiase, Race. 
‘March 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Graham, Johnson, Funk. 


c---- 


! INSIDE WRESTLING 


oct77 OWUNEsi 
SEPT 81 
AN 82 
FEB a2 
[MAR 62 
(DAPR 82 
Cay 82 
COMUNE 82 
GwuLy 82 
AUG 82 
CD SEPT 82 
Gocraz 
[Nov aa 
Opecs2 
COFEB 83 
Mares 
Ol APR83 
MAY a3 
JUNE 83 
Duty 83 
CauGss 
GSEPT 83 
Goctes 


ONoves 
DDEC 63 
(OMAR B4 
OAPRE4 
COMAY 84 
OJUNE 8s 
(JULY 84 
auc 84 
OSEPT a4 
Doct ss 
DNoves 
CDEC 84 
JAN 85 
OFEBS5 
(OMAR 85 
DAPR 8s 
OMAY 85: 
JUNE Ss 
DULY 85, 
Dauces 
CSePT as 
Goctes 
Gnoves 


In case of a sellout; indicate substitute 


| Gnov7z 
DDEC77 
| Gmar7e 
o 
| Skovre 
| S98c78 
CMAN 79 
(0 FEB 79 
| ofenre 
| Guune7s 
COULY 79 
| GsePr79 
CFEB 80 
| Gapreo 
| Gmayen 
JUNE #0 
| SAuseo 
(OSEPT80 
| GNovso 
GuANet 
| carne 
I Maat 


‘April 1983/Stories include: Snuka, 
Patera, Kabuki, Rich, 

May 1983/Stories include: Rich, Snuka, 
Sullivan, Steamboat. 

June 1989/Stories include: Studd, Gar- 
vin, Rogers, Orton, 

July 1989/Stories include: Hogan, Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Youngblood. 

‘August 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Garvin, Sullivan, Lawier. 
‘September 1983/Stories include: Zbys- 
ko, Piper, Andre, Hayes. 

October 1983/Stories include: Wrestling 
11, Backlund, Junkyard Dog, Rhodes. 
November 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Reed, Von Erich, Dillon, 
December 1983/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Samoans, Valiant, Road Warriors. 
March 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Rich, Rhodes, Garvin. 

April 1984/Stories include: Flair, Steam- 
boat, Superstar, Windham. 

May 1984/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Steamboat, Rotundo, Von Erich. 

June 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Slaughter, Cornette, DiBiase. 

July 1984/Stories include: Valiant, Flair, 
Martel, Wrestling I 

‘August 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Magnum T.A,, Idol, Spoiler. 
‘September 1984/Stories include: Mar- 
tel, Brody, Von Erich, Iron Sheik. 
October 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Road Warriors, Steamboat, Piper. 
November 1984/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Rich, Hemandez, Warriors. 
December 1984/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Warriors, Sullivan, Magnum .A. 
January 1985/Stories include: Magnum 
TA, Rhodes, Atlas, Von Erich. 

February 1985/Stories include: Rich, 
‘Adams, Valiant, Flair. 

‘March 1985/Stories include; Backlund, 
Billy Jack, Koloffs, Von Erichs. 

‘April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, Al- 
bano & Hogan, Steamboat, Gordy. 

May 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Garvin, Albano, Koloifs 

dune 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Slaughter, Von Erichs, Studd & Patera. 
July 1985/Stories include: Hogan, Von 
Erich, Nikita, Warriors. 


‘August 1985/Stories include: Wrestlo- 
mania, Zbyszko vs, The Tonga Kid. 

ber 1985/Stories include: Piper, 
Flair, Fanlastics, Magnum T.A, 
‘October 1985/Stories include: Russian 
menace, Von Erichs, Rude & Barr. 
November 1985/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Adams, Freebirds, Cometie. 
December 1985/Stories include: San- 
tana, Brody, Andersons, Murdoch, 
January 1986/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Mike Von Erich, Warriors. 
February 1986/Stories include: R’'n’R 
Express, Warriors, Mulligan & Windham. 
‘March 1986/Stories include: Windham 
& Rotundo, Warriors-Russians, Rude. 
April 1996/Stores include: Scot Hal, 
Rhodes, Flair, Andre, Bill Watts 
May 1986/Stories include: Randy Sav- 
age, Stan Hansen, Rock 'n’ Rolls. 
June 1986/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
Windham-Fiair, Lance Von, Blanchard, 
July 1986/All-American Special Issue. 
Stories include: Hogan, Slaughter, T.A, 
‘August 1986/Stories include: Wrestle- 
Mania 2, Garvins, Martel, Fab Ones. 
September 1986/Stories include: 
Andre,Rhodes-T.A., Adams, Windham, 
October 1986/Siories include: Flair-Lu- 
gar, Savage, Fantastics, Warriors, 
November 1986/Siories include: War- 
‘iors-Flair, Bulldogs, Watts, Adams. 
December 1986/Stories include: Ho- 
gan-Adonis, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 
January 1987/Stories include; Rude- 
Flair, Piper, T.A., Taylor. 
February 1987/Stories include: Hogan- 
Piper Omdort, Tayor, Far 
‘March 1987/Stories include: Flair, 
Missy, Luger, Bulldogs, Koloffs, 
‘April 1987/Stories include; Windham, 
‘Steamboat, Ellering, Duggan. 
May 1987/Stories include: Windham & 
Luger, Steamboat, Hogan-Andre. 
June 1987/Stories include: Piper-Ado- 
nis, Horsemen, Adams, Hall, Brody. 
July 1987/Stories include; Danny Davis, 
DiBiase, Rockers, Rotundo, Andersons. 
‘August 1987/Stories include: Dusty & 
Nikita, Hogan, Mike Von, Cornette. 
September 1987/Stories include: Ho- 
gan-Race, R&A Exp., Rich, Honky Tonk. 


BACK ISSUES 0F aa 


Be sure to fill in the gaps in your 
collection of INSIDE WRESTLING, ‘‘The 
magazine that rips the lid off pro 
wrestling.’’ Get all the information you 
need to keep up on the pro wrestling 
scene. Don’t be left out. Avoid 
sellouts—order today! 


‘October 1987/Stories include: R&A Ex- 
press, Hogan, Taylor-Adams, Lawler. 
November 1987/Stories include: War 
‘Games, Mr. T, Bulldogs, Rhodes. 
December 1987/Stories include: Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Magnum, Savage, Perez. 
January 1988/Stories include: R&R- 
Horsemen, Hogan, Flair-Garvin. 
February 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Kevin Von, Sting, Tully & Amn, 

March 1988/Stories include: Bigelow, 
‘Adams, Koloff, Honky Tonk, Freebirds. 

il 1988/Stories include: Luger-Flair, 
Uhimate Warrior, Andre-Hogan-DiBiase. 
May 1988/Stories include: Zbyszko, Di- 
Biase, Warriors, Rockers, Fritz Von. 
June 1988/Stories include: Warriors, 
Savage, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 

July 1989/Stories include: Hogan-Sav- 
‘age-DiBiase, Kerry & Hayes, Sting. 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Missy Hyatt, Sting, Hayes, Honky Tonk. 
October 1988/Stories include: 
Megapowers vs. Megabucks, Horse 
men, Lawler. 

November 1988/Stories include: Kerry 
vs. Lawler, Windham, Luger, Muraco. 
December 1988/Stori 
ers of Pain, Ultimate, Flair, 
January 1989/Stories include: R&R Ex- 
press, Hogan, Sting, Am, Kerry-Lawler. 
February 1989/Stories include: Hogan- 
Bossman, Tully & Am, Warriors-Wind- 
ham-Sting. 

‘March 1989/Stories include: Hennig, 
Midnights-Midnights, Fuller & Golden, 
Ultimate. 

May 1989/Stories include: Hogan, Stein- 
er, Morton, Bad Go., Taylor 
June 1989/Stories include: Hogan-Sav- 
age, Luger, Steamboat Flair. 

July 1989/Stories include: Savage, 
Windham, Kerry, Demolition, Sting, 
August 1989/Stories include; Hulkama- 
nia, Steamboat, Rude, Comette, 
‘September 1989/Stories include: Sav- 
age-Hogan, Luger, Mascaras, Rhodes, 
October 1989/Stories include: Hall & 
Pillman & Vicious, Hennig, Swats vs. 
Warriors, Rhodes. 

November 1989/Stories include: Eliza- 
beth, Sting, Luger, Paul E,, Mascaras. 


SSS SS SSS 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND MAILTO: I 
T.V. SPORTS ONLY 

Cbecas + ONove7 BOX 4B | 

CJAN 86 CODEC 87 HH 

Guanes G0ECS” ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11574 $3.00 EACH jj | 

COMAR 66 OFEBSs | 

CAPR 86 OMAR 88 

OMAv oS aves Please send me the back issues I've checked. | enclose 8. (u.s.FUNDS | 

CWULY 86 = CLJUNE 88. ONLY) as payment in full. PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY | 

Daves OWULY ee 

OSeptes (1) AUG88 1 

OoctTss Docrss Name 

GNoves  CINOVaa I 

Dbeces CDECes 

COUAN 87, OOJAN 89, Address Apt. 

OFEbe7 (CFEBSo | 

MARS? MARS 

CAPRS7 UOMAYa9 City I 

(MAY 67 (JUNE 89 

COJUNE 87 =OJULY 89 | 

Duutys7 ClAuGe9 State Zip. 

DauGs7 SEFT 89 For all orders except the U:S. and Canada, you must add one dollar for every back issue ordered | 

Docts7 ONovas for boat mail, and two dollars for every back issue ordered for airmail. i] 
i Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery I 

choice: =— 


SS SS SS SS a eS SS ee | 


DREAM MATCH 


(Continued from page 60) 


ow 


Sherri brings out the worst in the normally timid Elizabeth. Sherri could laugh off Eliza- 
beth’s attack with a pocket book, but she would quickly leam that the Elizabeth she’d meet 
in combat was an animal who would stop at nothing for revenge. 
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ence,” color commentator Wendi 
Richter told the nationwide audience. 
“The dropkick is her favorite move, 
but she can’t keep going to it. Martel 
is too smart for that.” 

Martel slipped the ringlet on her fin- 
ger and dug her fist into Elizabeth’s 
thigh. The former manager howled in 
pain. Bright red welts appeared. Blood 
began to run down her legs. “Wait till 
I get to your face, pretty girl,” Martel 
vowed. 

Elizabeth struggled to gain her feet, 
but Martel kept her arms 
hammerlocked behind her. 

From his place beside the ring, Ho- 
gan could see Elizabeth was in trouble, 
but didn’t know the damage already 
wrought. Elizabeth slipped an arm free 
and grabbed Martel’s hair. She flipped 
the “Sensational One” over her head, 
but her legs buckled when she leapt to 
her feet. Hours later, a doctor would 
confirm Elizabeth’s worst suspicion: 
Martel had cut her hamstring. 

Furious, she crawled toward Martel 
and grabbed her in a headlock. With 
her free hand, she pulled Martel’s 
hand toward her mouth. In a move 
she needed no prior training in, she bit 
the ring off of Martel’s finger, along 
with a sizeable part of her opponent’s 
nail. She spit both items across the 
ring, where they lay in clear sight of 
Hogan and Savage. 

Recognizing the danger if the ring 
was discovered, ‘Macho Man’’ leapt 
over the ropes and scooped it. When 
he opened his hand and discovered the 
tip of Sherri’s finger nestled in his 
palm, he threw his hands up. The ring 
slipped from his grasp and rolled on to 
the floor. Hogan raced over to it, 
picked it up, turned to Savage, and 
said, ‘My, doesn’t this look familiar.” 

Meanwhile, Elizabeth was putting a 
severe hurting on Sherri Martel. Un- 
able to walk, Elizabeth sat Indian style 
choking Martel between her knees. 
Both women bled profusely from their 
wounds. The deep gash in Elizabeth’s 
thigh dripped blood into Martel’s gasp- 


ing mouth. Elizabeth rolled her oppo- 
nent over and began beating her with 
her fists. Forsaking all the science and 
technique she had learned, Elizabeth 
shredded Martel’s face with her finger- 
nails. With her opponent completely 
unconscious, Elizabeth went to her bag 
at ringside, opened a box of detergent 
and sprinkled it over Martel’s prone 
body. 

Tt was a “‘so this is it” stare that 
Savage leveled at Hulk Hogan. Their 
eyes communicated the inevitability of 
their fates, the unavoidable battle wait- 
ing to be fought. The “Macho Man” 
sprung from the middle of the ring 
and took Hogan down with him. The 


A confrontation between Hogan and Savage 
was inevitable. The sneaky Elizabeth would 
end the brawl in a most unique way. 
battle on the floor swung back and 
forth, the only advantage belonging to 
the ringside doctors who would have to 
Tepair each man afterward. As Savage 
prepared his right hand, Elizabeth 
shouted to him from behind. Savage 
turned toward her and she approached 
him with an inviting smile. “I’m here, 
Randy,” she said. “Take me.” Savage 
opened his arms. Elizabeth inched to- 
ward him and suddenly flung a bottle 
of nail polish remover into his face. 
Savage writhed in agony on the 
ground. Hogan picked him up and 
tossed him on top of Martel. 

“T told you they look good togeth- 
er,”’ he said to Elizabeth, and the two 
exited to a standing ovation. Oo 


WRESTLING USA 


WRESTLING USA, our biggest magazine (more than 80 pages, in- 
cluding a FULL-COLOR section) is now available to collectors and 
fans. Quantities are limited, so order yours today. 


The All-American Back Issue Offer! 
% %& *& ONLY $3.00 EACH * *« * 


FALL 1984 ‘SPRING 1985 


SPRING 1984/Stories include: Warriors, Kerry Von 
Erich, Bockwinkel, Santana, Hansen, DiBiase. 
‘SUMMER 1984/Stories include: JYD, Flair-Race, Adams- 
Garvin, Snuka, Idol, Omdorft. 

FALL 1984/Stories include: Hogan, David Von Erich, 
Flair-Brody, Blanchard, Rude, Valiant. 

WINTER 1984/Stories include: Key Von Erich, Martel- 
Bockwinkel, Piper, FlairSteamboat, Freebirds, 

SPRING 1985/Stories include: Warriors, Hogan, Albano, 
Rhodes, Sullivan, Backlund, WWF ys. NWA. 

SUMMER 1985/Stories include: Valentine, Windham & 
Rotundo, Wantors, Flair-Race, Nikita, Adams. 

FALL 1985{Stories include: Von Erichs, Warriors, Ho- 
an-Volkoff, Freebirds, Magnum, Zbyszko, Garvin. 
WINTER 1985/Stories include: Omdorff, Warriors, 
Brody, Shultz, Duggan, Brody, Steele, Piper, 

SPRING 1986/Stories include: R&R Express, Warriors, 
Hogan, Santana, Rude, Williams, Comette; Flair. 
SUMMER 1986/Stories include: Warriors-Russians, Sav- 
‘age-Hogan, Kevin Von Erich, Bulldogs, Crockett. 

FALL 1986/Stories include: R&R Express, Luger, Sav- 
‘age, Bulldogs, Hansen, Rude, Williams. 


WINTER 1985 WINTER 1988 


WINTER 1986/Stories include: Supercards, Hogan, 
Horsemen, Snuka, Von Erich, Rude, Comette. 

SPRING 1987/Stories include: Bigelow, Flair, Hogan, 
Lager, Race, Windham, Hyatt, DeBeers, Snuka, 
SUMMER 1987/Stories include: Windham, Elizabeth, 
Superpowers, Albano, Von Erich, Williams, 

FALL 1987/Stories include: Midnights, 
Savage, Luger, Piper, Hogan-Andte, Ps 
WINTER 1987/Stories include: Luger 
Hart, Hogan, Hyatt, Lawler, Rotun 
SPRING 1988/Stories include: Warriors, Hogan-Andre, 
DiBiase, Honky Tonk, T.A., War Games. 


Steamboat- 


‘SUMMER 1988/Stories include: Luger, Hogan, Cornette, 


Hennig, Bigelow, Hyatt, Rude, Strike Force. 
FALL 1988/Stories include: Luger, Hogan, DiBiase, Ker- 
ny & Hayes, Sting, Savage, Paul E., Gilbert 

WINTER 1988/Stories inclu 
ets, Ultimate, Powers of Pain, Hayes, Garvin. 

SPRING 1989/Stories include: Savage, Bossman, Sting, 
Lawler, Hogan, Luster, Hyatt, A 
SUMMER 1989/ 
tundoSteiner, Wa 


include: § oat, Hogan, Ro- 
. Duggan, Tumer, Taylor. 


Sting, Hyatt, Dusty, Rob- 
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GRAPEVINE 


(Continued from page 8) 


ot ane 
P.Y. Chu-Hi drops his g 


= 


& 


juard and invites Eric Embry to hit him with his best shot. Eric took 


him up on his offer and went on to win the biggest match of his career, and probably the 


biggest match in Texas history. 


been out of action for much of the 
past few months, Kerry continues 
his quest for the USWA heavy- 
weight belt, currently held by Jer- 
ty Lawler, and Chris Von Erich is 
reportedly close to making his 
debut. 

Embry, meanwhile, has taken 
over as the most popular figure in 
World Class, a distinction he’s 
likely to hold for some time. 

“What Eric Embry did for this 
federation can’t be measured,” 
Frank Dusek said. “Eric was hurt, 
but he knew what was at stake. 
He knew that if Chu-Hi won, then 
Akbar and Yamamoto would own 
World Class—and that just 
couldn’t happen.” 

As expected, the viewpoint of 
the wrestlers was split. Most fan 


favorites were in favor of the 
change and celebrated the fact 
that Akbar and Yamamoto weren't 
in charge. Most rulebreakers felt 
that Embry would have unfair in- 
fluence over USWA because of 
the part he played in Andrews’ 
acquisition. 

“You can’t tell me that An- 
drews won’t do some favors for 
Embry,” one wrestler said. “They 
complain when they feel Akbar 
does something wrong, but when 
one of their guys is biased, you 
don’t hear a peep out of ’em.” 

Ultimate Warrior has succeeded 
in his quest to destroy Andre the 
Giant. The former Intercontinental 
champion scored numerous sub- 
minute victories over Andre, who 


The Ultimate Warrior celebrates another 
quick victory over Andre the Giant. The end 
is apparently near for Andre. 


appears to be stumbling toward 
the end of his career. In one 
match, the Warrior pinned Andre 
in 19 seconds! 

In other WWF news, Ted DiBi- 
ase is claiming that he has ended 
Jake Roberts’ career. In reality, 
Roberts’ neck injuries appear to 
be cumulative and not the result 
of one incident. He is still on the 
sidelines, but is expected to 
return. 

Roberts, however, has another 
problem. He was found guilty of 
aggravated battery in Daytona, 
Florida, recently and faces a pos- 
sible prison sentence of 15 years 
(but more likely 12 to 30 months). 
Roberts was scheduled to be sen- 
tenced on August 14, but has 
hired new lawyers and filed an 
appeal. A new sentencing date 
had not been set as of press 
time. 

Tully Blanchard and Arn Ander- 
son are the first duo to hold both 
the NWA and WWF World tag 
belts, but they’re not the first team 
to hold world tag titles in two fed- 
erations. That honor goes to The 
Road Warriors, former NWA and 
AWA World tag team champs. 


Be ek tO RIO tek 


If you missed out on the excitement of VICTORY SPORTS WRESTLING 
when it was on sale on the newsstand, have no fear:A limited 


number of copies are available through the m. 


Each issue is jam-packed with 


profiles of the biggest superstars in wrestling. And, as a 
special bonus, each issue of VICTORY SPORTS WRESTLING 
contains a fabulous full-color centerfold! Quantities are limited, 
so order yours today. 
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‘SUMMER 1986 


"WINTER 1985 
WINTER 1984/Color pinup: Billy Jack Haynes. 
Stories include: Ventura, Adams, Martel, Flair, 
Reed 


FALL 1985/Color pinup: Steve Keirn & Stan 
Lane. Stories include: Albano & Hogan, DiBiase, 
Warriors, Garvin. 

WINTER 1985/Color pinup: Barry Windham. 
Stories include: Hogan, Zbyszko, Kerry, R&R Ex- 
press, Steamboat, Thesz. 

SPRING 1986/Color pinup: The Road Warriors. 
Stories include: Martel, Savage vs. Poffo, Ho- 
gan, Santana, Steamboat. 

SUMMER 1986/Color pinup: Rock'n’ Roll Ex- 
press & Magnum T.A. Stories include: Flair, 
Warriors, JYD, Magnum, Williams. 

FALL 1986/Color pinup: Randy Savage. Stories 
include: R&R Express, Missy, Roberts, Wind- 
ham, Luger, Rhodes. 

WINTER 1986/Color pinup: Hulk Hogan. Sto- 
ries include: Flair, Freebirds, Hogan, Andre, 
Watts, Haynes, Fantastics. 


‘SPRING 1987/Color pinup: The Four Horse- 
men. Stories include: Ventura, T.A., Bulldogs, 
Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 

‘SUMMER 1987/Color pinup: Road Warriors 
workout. Stories include: Hogan-Andre, Rockers, 
Koloff, Warriors, Hall-Luger. 

FALL 1987/Color pinup: Dark Journey. Stories 
include: Albano, Hogan, T.A., Lane, Hyatt, 
Hennig, Luger. 

WINTER 1987/Color pinup: Jesse Ventura. Sto- 
ties include: Kerry, Rhodes, Hogan, Flair, Honky 
Tonk, DiBiase. 

SPRING 1988/Color pinup: Elizabeth. Stories 
include: Hennig, Koloff, Savage, Strike Force, 
Warriors, Andre-Hogan. 

SUMMER 1988/Color pinup: Missy Hyatt. Sto- 
ries include: Rock 'n’ Roll Express, Hogan, 
Sting, Luger, Owen Hart, Animal. 

FALL 1988/Color pinup: Madusa Miceli. Stories 
include: Savage, Hyatt, Von Erich, Triple Dome, 
Demolition, Steamboat, Heenan, Lawler. 
WINTER 1988/Color pinup: Randy Savage. Sto- 
ries include: DiBiase, Flair, Duggan, Sting, Pip- 
er, Luger, Brody. 

SPRING 1989/Color pinup: Rick Steamboat. 
Stories include: Bigelow, Lawler, Blazer, Sting, 
Ultimate-Hogan, Jake-Andre, Powers of Pain. 
SUMMER 1989/Color pinup: Sting & Lex 
Luger. Stories include: Hogan, Von Erich, Sting 
& Ultimate, Warriors, Nikita, Luger. 
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Rick not to jump off the shed into a 
big mound of leaves, you just knew 
that before long he'd be taking swan 
dives into the pile. There were plen- 
ty of times when | was sure he’d get 
us both grounded for life! 


STEINERS 


(Continued from page 31) 


What bothers me now is that ev- 
erybody—including his opponents— 
realizes that Rick has a concentration 
problem. He's always devoted more 
attention to fun than to more serious 
matters, such as important matches. 
When | wrestled in the CWA last 
year, | never heard much from Rick, 
but | assumed he had matured. | 
used to keep up with his career by 
reading the magazines, and | was 
really proud of him. It looked like he 
was doing a great job. 

But | realized Rick was still the 
same guy when | visited him on Feb- 
ruary 20, the day of the Chi-Town 
Rumble. That was the day he lost his 
TV title to Mike Rotundo, his former 
partner in The Varsity Club. In a 
way, I'll always blame. myself for 
that. | think that my unexpected 
presence rattled Rick to the point 
where he couldn’t concentrate on 
his match. If you recall, Rick pinned 
himself. He had Rotundo helpless in 
a sleeper, but he was lying on the 
canvas at the time. He never raised 
his shoulders when the referee 
counted to three, but there really 
was no excuse for that kind of men- 
tal lapse. 


Steiner chokes Terry Funk with the tag rope (top). Kevin Sullivan can’t stop his enemy 
Steiner from crunching him with the timekeeper’s table (below). 


Not long after that, Rick started 
teaming with Eddie Gilbert, and | felt 
a little relieved. With people like Ed- 
die and Missy Hyatt supporting him, 
| figured Rick would be all right. But 
then Rick’s long-standing feud with 
Rotundo and Kevin Sullivan re- 
sumed, and his matches started to 
become increasingly brutal. And 
when Eddie quit the team to feud 
with The Great Muta, it left Rick 
alone to take on both of his sworn 
enemies. 

| wasn't about to let that happen. | 
left the CWA and entered the NWA 
for the first time during the spring. | 
immediately started teaming with 
Rick, and together we won the ma- 
jority of our matches, even against 
Rotundo and Sullivan, Our being to- 
gether was really good for both of 
us, and | thought | had succeeded in 
helping Rick get better prepared 
mentally for our upcoming match- 
es—but my happiness didn’t last 
long. 

Everything changed when Rick 
met his new girlfriend, Robin Green, 
at a TV taping a few months ago. 
He's ecstatic with the way things are 
working out in his personal life, and 
at the same time, his career has 
started to take off. He’s been taking 
on people like Terry Funk, Rotundo, 
The Iron Sheik, and even Lex Luger, 
the U.S. champion. He’s managed to 
do well, but his mind seems to be 
on everything but wrestling, even 
during these important matches. 

A good case in point happened 
back in August in Atlanta. Rick and | 
were supposed to wrestle in a tag 
team match on TV, but when Rick 
saw Robin sitting in the front row, 
he lost control of himself. While | 
took on both of our opponents, Rick 
just sat in the stands and ate candy 
with Robin! 

Sadly, Rick still doesn’t take much 
of anything seriously. “Aww, I’m just 
havin’ a good time,” he keeps telling 
me. “You don’t have to worry about 


[> 


Robin Green, Rick Steiner's girffriend, can 
be a distracting presence at ringside for 
Rick. In one tag match, Scott Steiner had to 
take on two opponents at once while Rick 
‘sat eating candy with Robin! 


me, kid. Nobody's ever hurt me yet, 
have they? Just wait and see. I'm 
gonna beat all my opponents, and 
someday I’m gonna give Lex Luger's 
U.S. belt to Robin as a gift. Wouldn't 
that strap look pretty around her 
waist?” 

Sure it would. But Rick fails to re- 
alize that he now is ranked as one of 
the top wrestlers in the NWA. De- 
spite what I’ve tried to tell him, he 
acts the same way he did when he 
was a kid. And even during his 
matches against savage opponents 
like Funk, he takes time out to bark 
or to mess with fans, One of the 
these days, a rulebreaker is going to 
succeed in crippling him, and it will 
be because his mind wasn’t firmly 
set on what he was, doing in the 
ring. 

Don’t get me wrong, | hope noth- 
ing like this ever happens. But my 
brother has to realize that he’s got 
to get his head together, because 
underneath it all he’s a great wres- 
tler, and a man capable of being a 
world champion. 

It's about time he started acting 
like one. (a) 
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TAG TEAMS 


| TULLY BLANCHARD & ARN ANDERSON 


QWICHAEL HAYES & JIM GARVIN 
‘Combined pounds 


we: NWA tag team tite 


aerate 
Fou’ contenders: WA tag team tte 


iaricsTan cues CHAMPION 
CWA tag team 


MIKE ENOS & WAYNE BLOOM 
No.1 ears "AWA tag team title 


RIC FLAIR 


245, Tokyo, Japan 


10—SCOTT HALL 
290, Minneapolis, MN 


280, Queens, NY 


2—SGT. SLAUGHTER 


USWA 
USWA Champion: 
JERRY LAWLER 
234, Memphis, TN 
1—P.Y. CHU-HI 
257, Jackson, TN 
2—ERIC EMBRY 
225, Lexington, KY 
3—KERRY VON ERICH 
260, Denton, TX 
4—MIL MASCARAS 
245, Mexico City, Mexico 
5—AL PEREZ 
238, Tampa, FL 
6—CHRIS ADAMS 
228, Stratford, England 
7—JEFF JARRETT 
200, Hendersonville, TN 
8—SHEIK BRADDOCK 


242, Pacific Palisades, CA 244, Dallas, TX 


9—JIMMY JACK FUNK 
243, Portland, OR 


10—BARON VON RASCHKE 10—MATT BORNE 


238, Portland, OR 


MOST POPULAR MOST HATED 


HULK HOGAN | RANDY SavaGeE 
RIC TERRY FUNK 
aon ee 
STING 
4 E LEX LUGER 
piel ella iat Popular Taek fatoes Vio: 4 Most Popular 
5 THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR RICK RUI 
280, Queens, NY 246, Robbinsdale, MN 
Last issue: No. 3 Most Popular Last issue: No. 3 Most Hated 
6 G THE GREAT MUTA 
ast incu: No, 10 Most Popular sabe: ee 
RICK STEINER TARRY ZBYSZKO 
Lact feeuer No.7 Most Popuiar Last losuet No. 7 Most Hated 
8 KSA\ ANDRE THE GIANT 
}260, Glens Falls, NY 497, Grenoble, France 
Issue: No. 8 Most Popular Last issue: 
ERIC EMBRY PERRY LAV 
RT Smtr _ Sieve 
OWEN HART LQDENNSS ConpREY 
ise loates/ Last 
STAMPEDE CWA 
North American Champion: CWA Champion: 
LARRY CAMERON BLACK BART 
280, Chicago, IL 261, Pampa, TX 
1—GAMA SINGH 1—JERRY LAWLER 
220, Karachi, Pakistan 234, Memphis, TN 
2—CHRIS BENOIT 2—JEFF JARRETT 
218, Edmonton, Alberta 200, Hendersonville, TN 
3—JOHNNY SMITH 3—DUSTIN RHODES 
235, Manchester, England 254, Austin, TX 
4—DYNAMITE KID 4—BAM BAM BIGELOW 
228, Manchester, England 968, Mt. Laurel, NJ 
S—JASON THE TERRIBLE Il 5—KERRY VON ERICH 
240, parts unknown 260, Denton, TX 
6—ANGEL OF DEATH 6—MASTER OF PAIN 
310, Los Angeles, CA 320, parts unknown 
7—BRUCE HART 7—BILL DUNDEE 
211, Calgary, Alberta 228, Manchester, England 
S—LEN CRAZY HORSE 8—RICK MORTON 
220, LaRlonge, Saskatchewan 228, Memphis, TN 
9—STEVE RAY 9—TONY ANTHONY 
227, Kansas City, KS 285, Bucksnort, TN 
10—OWEN HART 10—BILLY TRAVIS 
223, Calgary, Alberta 218, Houston, TX 


For period ended August 18, 1989 


ACW scw champion—cot Stel; 1—Sam Houston; 2—Nelson Royal; 3-— 
Todd Champion; 4—Ken Shamrock; 5—Spike, 6—Samoan Tai; 7—Sheinobi, 8— 
Tommy Angel; 9—Ricky Nelson; 10—David Isley. 


WES continental champion—Dennis Condrey; 1—Wendel! Cooley; 2—Dan 
Davis; 3—Tom Prichard; 4—Alan Matin; 5—Jeny Stubbs; 6—Todd Morton; 7— 
Adtian Street; 8—Teneance M. Garvin; 3—Mike Davis; 10—Don Haris, 


FFEWS Few chanpion—steve Keim; 1—Ho Chi Win; 2—Kendall Windham; 
3—Comrade Busick; 4—Dick Slater, 5—Al Perez, 6—Jim Backlund; 7—Bret 
Sawyer; 8—Italan Stalion; 9—Frankie Lancaster, 10—Dennis Knight, 


THEW icw champion—Tony Atlas; 1—Joe Savold 2—Kendall Windham; 3 
Vic. Steamboat; 4—Ken Pater; 5—Mike Sharpe; 6—Wvan Putski; 7--Col, 
DeBeers; 8—Tom Brandi; 9—Scott Putsk; 10—Mike Kaluha, 


PRIWS pnw champion—tie vacant; 1—The Grappler; 2—Cat Styles; 3— 
Art Barr; 4—Rip Oliver; 5—Scotty the Body; 6—Top Gun; 7—Nord the Barbarian, 
8—Scott Peterson; 9—Al Madi; 10—Bill Francs, 


WWE: wwe champion—steve strong, 1—Carlos Colon; 2—Ivan Kolott 
TNT; 4—Invader |; 5—Jim Valiant; 6—Abdullah the Butcher, 7—Kamalay 8— 
White Angel; 9—Kareem Muhammad; 10—Rip Rogers. 


RATINGS ANALYSIS 


This column will tell fans how we go about 
rating nearly 200 wrestlers in 18 different categories. It is a 
behind-the-scenes look at the most important—and 
respected—ratings system in the sport. This column is vital 
reading for all wrestling fans. 


Out with the old ... and in with the new. As of August 
4, World Class Championship Wrestling no longer exists. 
It's now known as the United States Wrestling Associa- 
tion, thanks to the efforts of Eric Embry. That night, Embry 
(representing Max Andrews and the USWA) and P.Y. Chu 
Hi (representing Gen, Skandor Akbar & Tojo Yamamoto) 
battled for controlling interest in World Class stock. Em- 
bry won (for further details, see “Grapevine” on page 8). 
So, if you take a look at our ratings pages, you'll see 
USWA where World Class used to be. 


Tracking Trends, Some 

startling changes in our 

Most Popular and Most 

Hated ratings. Lex Luger 

goes from the Most Pop- 

ular list to the Most Hat- 

ed. Ric Flair goes from 

Most Hated to Most Pop- 

ular. Jerry Lawler enters 

the Most Hated ratings. 

The sport continues to go 

through a __ transition 

S) stage. 

Three big names are 

missing from our Top 10: 

Rick — Steamboat, _ last 

month’s number one, has left the NWA to attend to 

personal commitments and undergo foot surgery. The 

Ultimate Warrior has been impressive against Andre the 

Giant but was simply a victim of the ratings numbers 

game. Dusty Rhodes is working his way up the WWF 

ladder. He’s sure to eventually resurface in the Top 10. 

The Tag Team ratings were also effected by change. 

Tully Blanchard and Arn Anderson, the new WWF World 

tag champs, take over the top spot from Demolition, 

which drops to number three. Michael Hayes and Jim 

Garvin, NWA World tag champs, enter at number two. 

The Road Warriors dropped two spots. Three teams that 

no longer exist: Mike Rotundo & Steve Williams, Rick Stein- 

er & Eddie Gilbert, and Ken Patera & Brad Rheingans are 
out. 


Rating the managers. There's no doubting the influence 
of managers in the sport. With that in mind, we've rated 
the top 10 managers. A brief analysis follows. 


MANAGERS 

1—BOBBY HEENAN 

Andre the Giant, Brain Busters, Rick Rude 
2—GARY HART 

The Great Muta 
3—ELIZABETH 

Hulk Hogan, Brutus Beefcake 
4—JIM CORNETTE 

The Midnight Express 
5—PAUL ELLERING 

The Road Warriors 
6—PAUL E. DANGEROUSLY 

The Samoan Swat Team 
7—SENSATIONAL SHERRI 

Randy Savage 
8—GEN. SKANDOR AKBAR 

Devastation Inc. 
9—SLICK 

The Twin Towers, Rick Martel 

10—JOHNNY VALIANT 
The Destruction Crew 


Analysis: After years of frustration, Bobby Heenan is the 
most successful manager in the sport. Rick Rude is the 
WF Intercontinental champ, while Tully Blanchard and 
Am Anderson are the World tag champs ... Gary Hart has 
done a super job bringing along The Great Muta ... Eliza- 
beth has been quiet but effective in her handling of Hulk 
Hogan and Brutus Beefcake .... Jim Comette is slipping but is 
still one of the most influential men in the NWA ... Paul 
Fllering has the hardest job in sports: keeping The Road 
Warriors motivated. Recent events prove that he’s succeed- 
ed ... Paul E. Dangerously has one of the most brilliant and 
devious minds in the sport, but he might be losing control 
of the Samoan Swat Team ... Sensational Sherri has used a 
hands-on approach to managing ... Gen. Skandor Akbar has 
dominated the World Class rulebreaking scene over the 
past year ... Slick is slipping ... Mike Enos and Wayne 
Bloom—a.k.a. The Destruction Crew—have finally been grant- 
ed an AWA World tag team title shot and manager Johnny 
Valiant is the main reason. 


That does it for now! But we'll be back next issue with 
our usual features and your letters. C’mon! Get involved! 
The address for mail is: “Ratings Analysis” do Wrestling 
Superstars; Box 48; Rockville Centre, NY 11571. oO 
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PWI Weekly is cover-priced at $1.95 per issue, 
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17 weekly issues for just $19.99 
a 40% savings off the cover price 
34 weekly issues for just $34.99 
a 45% savings off the cover price 
52 weekly issues for just $49.99 
50% savings off the cover price | 
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ORDER TODAY 
Remember, PWI Weekly begins 
publication in the first week of Sep- 
tember 1989. Don’t be shut out of the 
most exciting new concept in wres- 
tling journalism—order today! 
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